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Tuesday, the 14th August, 1973

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (The Hon.
N. E. Baxter) took the Chair at 4.30 p.m.,
nd read Prayers.

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE

STATE GENERAL ELECTION, 1974

Date

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH, to the
Leader of the House:
(1) What Is the latest date in 1974 in

which a State general election
can be held?

(2) What is the earliest date?

The Hon. J. DOLAN replied:
I thank the Leader of the Opposi-
tion for giving me notice of this
question to enable me to obtain
an answer, which Is as follows-

Assuming that the questions re-
fer to a conjoint election and
also that the Legislative Assem-
bly will expire by the effiuxion
of time on the 31st January,
1974,
(1) Saturday, the 4th May,

1974;
(2) Saturday, the 2nd March,

1974.

QUESTIONS (12): ON NOTICE

HEALTH

Registration of Foreign Doctors

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS, to the
Leader of the House:

Assuming that there will be no
decrease In qualification as re-
quired under current regulations,
would the Minister agree to the
regional and auxiliary registration
of foreign doctors of medicine into
areas where there are numbers of
Australian trained doctors, and to
refrain from posting them to areas
where hospital and medical faci-
lilies are limited?

The Hon. J. DOLAN replied:
If the foreign doctor has regis-
terable qualifications he can prac-
tise anywhere.
Regions or auxiliary registration
can by law only be permitted
where there Is an insufficiency of
registered medical practitioners.

2.

3.

EDUCATION

Boarding Allowances: Reinstatement

The Hon. G. W. BERRY, to the Leader
of the House:

Has any decision been made by
the Minister regarding the re-
instatement of State allowances
for isolated children which were
discontinued when Commonwealth
allowances were introduced?

The I-on. J. DOLAN replied:
This matter is still under consider-
ation and a decision will be made
when the Budget for this year is
tinalised.

TOWN PLANNING
Yanchep Sun City and Two Rocks

Development
The Hon. L. A. LOGAN, to the Leader
of the House:

Referring to the development and
subdivisional aspects of Yanchep
Estates Fty. Ltd. and Bond Cor-
poration Pty. Ltd. at Yanchep Sun
City and Two flocks, will the Min-
ister advise-

(1) (a) On what date did Group
B district planning com-
mittee. established under
the Metropolitan Region
Planning Authority Act,
give its comments on the
project; and

(b) on what date did the
Metropolitan Region Plan-
ning Authority give its
approval?

(2) (a) On what date was the
application for subdivision
received by the Town
Planning Board;

(b) did the Town Planning
Board comply with the
usual requirements by
forwarding the applica-
tion for subdivision to the
Local Authority and all
Government Departments
and Authorities affected;

(c) if not, why not;
(d) if the answer to (2) (b)

is "Yes" what were the
comments and require-
ments of the Local Auth-
ority and the Government
Departments or Auth-
orities;

(e) were all these require-
ments included In the ap-
proval by the Town Plan-
ning Board for subdivi-
sion; and
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(f) if the answer to (2) (e) is
"No" what requirements
'were omitted or amended?

(3) (a) Was final approval given
by the Town Planning
Board without an appeal
to the Minister for Town
Planning;

(b) if final approval was sub-
ject to an appeal to the
Minister for Town Plan-
ning, what alterations did
he make to the conditions
and requirements as laid
down by the Town Plan-
nling Board?

The Hon. J. DOLAN replied:
(1) (a) and (b) Subdivision of land

comes within the Jurisdiction of
the Town Planning Board and
therefore the group B District
Planning Committee and the
M.R.P.A. were not involved.

(2) (a) 16th March, 1971; 29th March,
1971; 24th November, 1971
(2): 7th March, 1972 (2); 11th
April, 1972; 26th June, 1972;
20th September, 1972; 10th
October, 1972.

(b) Yes.
(c) Not applicable.
(d) to (f) Because of the

large number of applications
involved it is not possible to
list all the requirements of the
local authority and Govern-
ment Departments, but the
files will be made available to
the Hon. Member by arrange-
ment with the Minister for
Town Planning. Generally,
the requirements of the local
authority and the Government
Departments were included in
the Board's approvals.

(3) (a) Yes with the exception of
the subdivision creating the
Yachting Village where Bond
Corporation appealed against
the Board's condition requir-
ing the provision of sewerage.

(b) The condition was deleted and
a condition substituted requir-
Ing a contribution of $200 per
subdivided lot towards the
later provision of sewerage.

CIVIL DEFENCE
Availablity of Aid

The Hon. V. J. FERRY, to the Leader
of the House:

Adverting to the reply to my ques-
tion '7 on the 8th August. 1973,
when it was stated that the names,

addresses and emergency tele-
phone numbers of contractors and
firms capable of assisting are re-
corded at Civil Defence Head-
quarters--
(1) Has an official approach been

made to the Postmaster Gen-
eral's Department to include
and print on the inside front
cover of all telephone direc-
tories the title "Civil Defence"
in the section designated
"Emergency calls" (along with
Police, Fire and Ambulance),
and/or in the section desig-
nated "Emergency Numbers"?

(2) If not, will the Government
take the appropriate steps to
correct the obvious omission in
the Interests of the public in
times of civil emergencies?

The Hon. .1. DOLAN replied:
(1) and (2) The subject has been

discussed with representatives of
the Postmaster General's Depart-
ment. These emergency numbers,
however, are-by regulation-re-
stricted to Police, Fire and Am-
bulance Services, which operate on
a 24-hour basis. Generally, ex-
perience Indicates that the present
system of listing numbers of key
personnel under the State Govern-
ment section as "Civil Defence
and Emergency Service" is satis-
factory.

5. EDUCATION
Albany Area: Expenditure and Projects

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH, to
the Leader of the House:
(1) What amounts have been spent on

educational facilities in the Albany
area since the Labor Government
took office in this State?

(2) Of the projects undertaken, which
have been carried out or com-
menced with Commonwealth fin-
ance-
(a) allocated before December,

1972;
(b) allocated after December,

1972?
(3) Which, If any, of the following

projects In the Albany area, were
planned and/or initiated by the
previous Government in this
State-
(a) Technical School;
(b) Quaramup;
(c) cluster schools;
(d) reticulation at high school;
(e) library at high school?

4.
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The Hon. J. DOLAN replied:

1) Commonwealth funds .. 1,188,492
General loan fund ... 123,982
Consolidated Revenue

fund ... 47,166

$1,359,640

(2) (a) Albany Technical School;
Mount Lockyer Primary School

-Replacement of Bristols;
Albany Senior High School-

Additions.
(b) Nil.

(3) (a) The project was included in
a programmne submitted to the
Commonwealth Government
on 26th March, 1970. Funds
were aljpcated in July, 1971 ,
under the States Grants Act
(Technical Training) 1971.

(b) Funded from moneys available
in 1971 to the Youth Council
of Western Australia and
Commonwealth Unemploy-
ment Relief Funds available
to local authority.

(c) The six roomed cluster at
Mount Lockyer was planned
and initiated in March, 1972.

(d) This has been a continuing
project since 1967 but a solu-
tion was not possible until
water supplies were assured.

(e) A new library was listed in
February, 1970 to be included
in the 1972-74 triennium of
the States Grants Act (Se-
condary Libraries) 1971.

EDUCATION

Country High School Hostels: North
Pro vince-Accommodaztionl

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS, to the
Leader of the House;.
(1) is there sufficient. accommodation

in Government Hostels and nearby
schools, to cope with the possible
influx of country students from
private schools which will niot
receive per capita grants or re-
duced per capita grants under the
new Federal policy?

(2) What is the availability of hostel
accommodation for first, second,
third, fourth and fifth year
students at Port Hedland, Gerald-
ton and Perth at this time?

(3) How many students from the
country regions served by Port
Hediand, cleraldton and Perth
Hostels, attend private schools

7.

listed as the class A and B schools
who will be disadvantaged by the
Auistralian Government in 1974?

The Hon. J. DOLAN-replied:
(1) It is not possible to make an as-

sessment unless some indication is
available as to the number and
location of students who might
transfer from private to Govern-
ment schools.

(2) Port Hedland - Accommodation
available for 10 girls;

Geraldton-Accommodatlon avail -
able for 4 girls and 12 boys;,

Perth-There are no Government
hostels in the Metropolitan area.
Swanleigh is a private hostel
and has. no vacancies at the
present time.

(3) Statistics relating to boarders at
non-Government schools are niot
maintained at the Education De-
partment.

WATER SUPPLIES
Frankland Townaite

The H-on. D. J. WORDSWORTH, to
the Leader of the House:
(1) Was the Tambellup Shire Council

informed that test boring for a
dam for the Frankland townaite
would take place in January of
this year?

(2) (a) Has this test boring taken
place; and

(b) if so, has a suitable site for a
dam been found?

(3) (a) Has provision for this water
supply been included in the
budget for 1973-74;

(b) if not, is it now too late for
such works to be included?

The Hon. J. DOLAN replied;
(1) No, but the District Engineer has

discussed the matter with the
Cranbrook Shire Council. Due to
other commitments it has not yet
been possible to arrange test bor-
ing of the Frankland daisite.

(2) (a) No.
(b) Answered by (a).

(3) (a) No.
(b) Without the information to be

provided by the boring pro-
gramnme and other necessary
Investigations, it is not prac-
ticable to plan the proposed
darn. The preliminary inves-
tigation work should be com-
pleted in time to enable con-
sideration being given to this
project when preparing the
Loan Estimates of 1974-75.
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8. METROPOLITAN MARKETS
Produce to Eastern States

The Han1. 0. W. BERRY, to the Leader
of the House:

Further to the reply to my ques-
tion on Wednesday. the 8th
August, 1973, regarding produce
purchased from the Metropolitan
Markets, what are the regulatory
marketing and quarantine require-
mnents referred to?

The Hon. J. DOLAN replied:
A list of the respective State Acts
and Regulations which specify the
requirements Is shown below. If
the Hon. Member would care to be
specific as to the commodity or
package and the State that he has
in mind, the information could
be supplied.

Northern Territory-
Plant Disease Ordinance No.

25 of 1969.
Queensland-

Diseases in Plants Act 1929-
1948-Regulations and Pro-
clamations.

Fruit and Vegetables Act 1947-
1959--Grading and stan-
dards regulations.

Fruit and Vegetable Grading
and Packing Regulations
1960.

Tasmania~
Noxious Insects Act 1951.
Plant Diseases Act 1930.
Plant Diseases Regulations

(No. 169-1968 as amended).
The Fruit (Interstate Trade)

Regulations 1950.
The Fruit Board (Local Sales)

Regulations 1955.
The Fruit Board Act 1934.

South Australia-
Vine, Fruit and Vegetable

Protection Act 1885-1959: as
amended.

Victoria-
Vegetation and Vine Diseases

Act 1958 (No. 6407 reprint
1966).

Fruit and Vegetables Importa-
tion (amendment) Regula-
tions 1972.

Fruit and Vegetables Act 1958
(No. 6256) reprinted 1966.

New South Wales--
Plant Diseases Act 1924.
Horticultural Stock and Nur-

series Act.
Marketing of Primary Pro-

ducts Act 1927.
Plant Diseases Act-Regula-

tions.
Fruit Cases Act 1912.

9. MAIN ROADS DEPARTMENT
Shire Councils: Allocation

The Hon.. J. HEITMAN, to the Leader
of the House:
(1) Is the Minister aware that the

average annual funds provided to
the Irwin Shire Council by the
Main Roads Department for the
years 1969-70 to 1972-73 amounted
to $50,950 whereas the 1973-74 al-
location is $33,900, a reduction of
$17,050?

(2) Does the Minister realise-
(a) the impact this reduction will

have on the Shire generally,
and on the employment posit-
ion specifically;

(b) that other road works will
have to bear a larger propor-
tion of capital east of plant
and equipment;

(c) that the employment position
will be further aggravated;
and

(d) that the Irwin Shire is not an
Isolated case, as many other
Shires find themselves in a
similar position?

(3) (a) Will the Government recon-
sider the allocation of funds
to Shires;

(b) if not, what other means will
the Government adopt to
combat unemployment in
country shires resulting from
the reduction in road fund
allocations?

The Hon. J. DOLAN replied:
(1) The average annual allocations

provided for expenditure by the
Irwin Shire Council for the years
1969-70 to 1972-73 amounted to
$31,550. Other allocations averag-
ing $19,400 for the four financial
Years were programmed specifically
for expenditure by the Main Roads
Department.

C2) (a) to (d) Funds provided for
Council expenditure for 1973-74
amount to $33,900 compared
with $40,600 made available
for 1972-73. At 30th June, 1973
the Council had a carryover of
$9,000 from the 1972-73 allocations
for expenditure during 1973-74.
The reduction in the allocations
for 1973-74 relates to New Land
Settlement Roads for which an al-
location of $8,000 was made in
1972-73.
No allocation has been provided
for 1973-74 as It is considered that
the New Land Settlement Roads in
the Shire have been developed to
a suitable standard, comparable to
other Shire roads. There are
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other local authorities similarly
affected by the scaling down of
funds for this type of road.

(3) (a) A specific request from the
Irwin Shire Council is cur-
rently under consideration.

(b) Where suitable Main Roads
Department works in the area
are available consideration
will be given to employing the
local authority 'work force on
the work concerned.

10. NON-GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS
State Aid: Karmnel Report

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH, to
the Leader of the House:

in view of the effect of the
Federal Government's policy on
State aid for private schools.
would the Minister table a copy
of the Karmel report from which
much of this policy has been
derived?

The Hon. J. DOLAN replied:
Yes, I have arranged to have a
copy of this report tabled In both
Houses of 'Parliament. (See Paver
No. 245.1

11. EDUCATION
Boarding Allowances: Request of

Parents
The Hon. W. R. WITHERS, to the
Leader of the House:

in view of the disclosures made In
the debate on the urgency motion
in the legislative Council on the
24th May, 1973, has the Minister
reconsidered the situation, and
will he meet the requests of the
isolated parents as well as those
of the Commonwealth Minister?

The Hon. J. DOLAN replied:
This matter is still under consider-
ation and a. decision will be made
when the budget for this year is
finalised.

12. LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Regional Councils

The Ron. D. J. WORDSWORTH, to
the Minister for Local Goverrnent:

In the new regional concept as
suggested for Western Australia-
(a) which shire councils will not

be represented;
(b) what provision is being made

for these shires to participate
fully In the important deci-
sion-making that these regions
are expected to make?

The Ron. H.. H. C. STURMS replied:
The question is not understood. If
it refers to the Grants Commission
Act of the Australian Government,
the regions of municipal councils
have not yet been determined.

SUPPLY HILL

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 9th August.

THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (North
Metropolitan-leader of the Opposition)
(4.51 p.m.]: This Is the third Supply Bill
which has been introduced by the present
Government since It came into office early
In 1971; and at the outset I want to say
that if the Government's Bill which
provided for first-past-the -post voting had
been approved by this Parliament and had
become operative, this Bill would not have
been before us following the Ealcatta by-
election-

The Hon. J. Dolan: Not necessarily.
The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: -because I

think a change of Government would have
occurred.

This Bill involves a sum of $265,000,000
which is the largest amount of
money ever covered by a Supply Bill in
the history of the State. I have carried
out a little research on Supply Bills intro-
duced over the last 12 or 14 years and
some very interesting figures have
emerged, some of which I would like to
quote.

In 1959, when it was traditional for two
Supply Bills to be submitted to Parlia-
ment In the one year, the amount of
money involved In the two Supply Bills
was something like £40,000,000. I have a
graph here and if members take the
trouble to study it they winl find that each
year from 1960 onwards that figure in-
creased: just picking one year, it increased
to £51,000,000 in 1965. Then the currency
changed and In 1969 the amount Involved
was $202,000,000, and in the last three
years the amounts have been $210,000,000
In 1971, $235,000,000 in 1972, and now
$265,000,000 in 1973.

So It can be seen that this Government
has had :jnore money available to it than
has any other Government in the history
of the State; and I am not referring to
other forms of income such as grants or
assistance from the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment or from any other source.

The Supply Bill affords members the
opportunity to talk on many matters of
Interest to members themselves and to
their electorates, on problems which are
facing them, and on matters of State. On
this occasion I think perhaps I ought to
spend my time on this Bill talking on one
particular aspect-as to whether or not
the Bill should pass through this Parlia-
ment.
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First let me say that there is no ques-
tion, and to the best of my knowledge
there has never been any question, about
the fact that this Chamber has a consti-
tutional right to deal with the Bill, In
fact it must deal with it as it must deal
with all Bills before they can become law.
This House cannot amend the Bill because
the Constitution Act provides that the
Chamber cannot amend a money Bill and,
as members know, this is a money Billl.
This Chamber can make requests to the
Government to amend the Bill, but in the
present instance I think it would be a
useless course of action to take because the
Government has already indicated its
attitude on that aspect. Therefore this
House can either pass or defeat the Eil].

Of course the legislation can be delayed;
and this Chamber on one occasion did
delay a Supply Bill for a considerable
time. I have forgotten for how long, but
at the time there was abroad a very deep-
seated sense of dissatisfaction with a
Labor Government which had closed 860-
odd miles of railway throughout the State
and. I repeat, there was a great sense of
dissatisfaction among country people
particularly who were suffering as a result
of the closures. Consequently the Supply
Bill was held in abeyance for some time
during which the Government was asked
to supply answers in respect of the ques-
tions which were raised concerning the
railway lines.

I repeat that this Chamber has the
right to defeat the Hill if a sufficient num-
ber of members present and voting de-
cide the fate of the Bill in that manner.
My understanding is that this Chamber
has always had that right. Consequently
if anyone has had any doubt as to whether
it is unconstitutional for the Legislative
Council to defeat the Bill, they need
argue the matter no further.

However, what I want to say is that this
right was more firmly and strongly con-
finned in the Parliament of Western
Australia in 1965 when three Bills passed
through Parliament providing for adult
franchise for this Chamber and for com-
pulsory voting for both Houses. Com-
pulsory voting already applied at the time
to the Legislative Assembly, but not to
the Legislative Council. Members will re-
call1 what took place on that occasion.-The three Bills involved were an amend-
ment to the Constitution Act Amendment
Act, an amendment to the Electoral Act.
and an amendment to the Electoral Dist-
ricts Act.

At the time, Sir, You were not acting in
your capacity of Deputy President, as you
are now, as the President, who is tempor-
arily absent, was in the Chair. I am sure.
however, that you will recall that so
unanimous were the members of this
Chamber on the Passage of those three
Bills that the President was obliged tQ

call off the division because there was no-
body on the side of the Noes. For once
in the history of this State the Liberal
Party, the Country Party, and the Labor
Party all voted together and were all on
the same side of the Chamber.

I am sure the changes effected by those
measures are well remembered. I have
already said that they provided for adult
franchise, They also provided that all
eligible people, over the age of 21 years,
were able to vote for this Chamber as well
as for the Legislative Assembly. At a
later date the Brand Government subse-
quently reduced the voting age for this
Chamber and another place to 18 years,
One of the measures provided for a change
in the number of existing electoral prov-
inces. Formerly there were 10 provinces
each represented by three members. One
measure changed this to 15 provinces each
to be represented by two members. The
legislation collectively provided for con-
joint elections to be held which meanz
that the Legislative Council and the Legis-
lative Assembly go to the polls on the
same day. The electoral commissioners
were charged with the responsibility ol
redistributing the Province boundaries. Ii
will be recalled that, prior to the introduc-
tion of that legislation, a comparativel3
large number of members represented re-
latively few people in various pockets oi
the State.

That period of time saw the proposec
changes made and, as I have said, al
members of Parliament unanimously ac.
cE-Pted the proposals in those measures
If it was necessary then, I say that Irony
that time onward the right of this Chain.
h~er to deal with legislation has been mon
strongly confirmed than ever because, in
manner similar to the bicameral system:
of Government elsewhere, half of th
mcmbers of this Chamber-instead of one
third as previously-go to the polls and an~
elected on the same day as members a
the Legislative Assembly. Everything wen
along qaite favourably and the first con
Soint election was held in 1966.

The I-on. Clive Griffiths: It was 1965.

The H-on. A. F. GRIFFITH: Was it?

The Ilon. Clive Griffiths: It was th
20th February, 1965. It is my favourit
date.

The Hon. A. r. GRIFFITH: I than]
the hionourable member for correcting mt
I thought the year was 1966 but apparentl
it was 1965. 1 merely relate these fact
to poi nt out, as I said earlier, that th
Legislative Council, as part of the bicam
eral system of Government in Wester
Australia, has always had the right to pas:
reject, or amend legislation. When I Us
the ts rm "amend" I mean, of course, t
amend within the scope of the Constltu
tion and the Standing orders.
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Beyond the matter of dealing with legis-
lation. I believe this House has a further
responsibility to the people. For instance,
if a Government as a result of its adminis-
tration were found to be grossly negligent:
if it had committed a breach of the basic
principles of good government; if it had
been guilty of corruption, or if its adminis-
tration resulted in actions contrary to the
interests of the people of the State, it
would be the responsibility of this Cham-
ber to consider very seriously the question
of sending the Government to the people
who, after all, are really the Government's
only masters.

I do not think it matters a great deal
how soon after an election these offences
take Place or how soon before an election
an offence of this nature takes place. In
the ordinary course of events, if anything
of this nature occurs I believe that this
House has a responsibility to view the
matter very seriously indeed.

The first three causes-gross negligence,
corruption, and a breach of the basic prin-
ciples of good government-do not arise.
However, I wonder about the last one;
namely, actions contrary to the interests
of the people of the State. Based on
political philosophy, I suppose It can be
argued by one political party or exponent
against another that Its policies and
actions are contrary to the Interests of the
people of the State. However, I quite
strongly contend that the present Govern-
ment is not without blame in this area.
in my opinion the present Government is
a poor old Government. The tragedy, of
course, is that the Government in fact
thinks it is a good Government,

The Hion. J. Dolan: We have good reason
for thinking it.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: There we
are. Mr. Deputy President. Some people
will never get the message! I tell the
Minister that, in my opinion, the Govern-
ment of which he is a member is a poor
old Government but, unfortunately, he
does not seem to realise this. The present
Government has failed to insoire the
people and give them a lead. In fact, it
has never been an inspiration to the
people and has never given them confid -
ence. As time passes, the people are
obviously becoming more and more dis-
enchanted with the Labor Government.
The Minister does not seem to appreciate
this fact but proof of it lies, of course, In
the repeated results revealed by the bal-
lot boxes since the present Government
was elected in 1971.

As wve know, first came the Federal
election and, or. that occasion. Labor
showed up extremely poorly in Western
Australia. By-elections in areas which
had been traditionally Labor followed.
People have shown a distinct desire to see
a change of Government. Undoubtedly
the Balcatta by-election indicated this.

Mr. Deputy President, I thought I had
dlone reasonably well in Balcatta when I
lost by about 3,000 primary votes. The
message that the Government did ex-
tremely badly should have been clear to
it when the Liberal candidate came within
an ace-in fact, within 16 votes-of not
only winning the Balcatta by-election but
of toppling the Government as a result. I
repeat: Had the Government's measure to
provide first-past-the-post voting been
passed and operative when the Balcatta
by-election was held, the present Gov-
ernment would have been defeated, be-
cause on the theory of first-past-the-post
voting the Labor Party would have lost
the election. How grateful was the Gov-
ernment to receive-under the system of
preferential voting In which it does not
believe-sufficient votes of the third can-
didate from the Australia Party to scram-
ble back to power.

The present Government has lived off
the fruits of achievement of the previous
Government-a Government which, in the
opinion of the present Premier, would not
last 12 months after it was first formed
before it would be defeated.

We all know it is the policy of the
present Government to introduce restric-
tive legislation. Not only Is it policy but
it is also an attempt to cure the downturn
in the economy which its own policies
have, in fact, helped to produce.

I want to remind members that In the
early days of the present Government, the
Premier (The Hon. J. T. Tonkin) threat-
ened the Legislative Council with an early
election. I wish to quote from The West
Australian of the 13th October, 1971, a few
short months after the Government had
come Into office. The account in the news-
paper reads--

If the Government was forced to
hold a general election because of the
defeat of major legislation in the
Legislative Council, it might call an
election for the Council as well as the
Legislative Assembly, the Premier, Mr.
Tonkin, said yesterday.

The terms of the 15 Council mem-
bers which ended In 1974 could not be
ended earlier.

However, an election determining
their future after 1974 could be held
at any time-but they would still serve
till their term expired.

It was desirable to ensure that elec-
tions for both Houses continued to be
held conjointly because of the expense
and Inconvenience involved in holding
an election.

[Any Government legislation agreed
to by the Assembly can be defeated in
the Council because the Opposition
has 20 members to the Government's
ten, The only power denied to the
Council is the amendment of money
Bills.]
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I want to return. if I may in due course, to
the question of when elections can be held.
However, I point out that in October, 1971.
the Premier, who now claims he and his
Government have a constitutional right to
serve for three years, had no hesitation
in threatening members of this Chamber
that he would bring them out two years
ahead of their term. Had that been done.
we would have seen the farcical situation
arise whereby members-whose terms in
this Chamber were not due to expire until
1974-would have been elected two years
ahead of their time for a further period of
six years. What nonsense that sort of
thing is!r This was said by the Premier
at a time when the Legislative Council had
declined to pass some measure introduced
by the Government.

Now it is surely ironical to see the
Premier go on television and hear him
say he feels his Supply Bill Is safe, because
the members of the Legislative Council are
too responsible, In fact, to decline to pass
his Bill.

The Premier and his Government can-
not have it both ways. I simply point
these things out to show not only how
inconsistent are the Premier and his Gov-
ernment but also to try to introduce into
the debate same semblance of fairness in
our approach to the problem and difficulty
with which the Government is confronted.

I have been in this Parliament a long
time. I served a term in the Legislative
Assembly under Sir Ross IvcLarty's Gov-
ernment, and I well recall the castigation,
the criticism, and the debate which took
Place in those days, when the present
Premier and one or two of his colleagues
were in Opposition.

There is nobody better able to dish it
out than the present Premier, particularly
when it comes to criticism. In the days of
the Brand Government the Opposition of
the day dished it out well and truly to
the Government of that day. The Premier
is on record as having said-

There are on record instances where
a House has refused to grant supply
to a Government because the House
felt that the Government had not been
measuring up to its full responsibility.

So that I will not be accused of quoting
the Premier out of context, I would point
out that the Premier made that statement
when he was taking the previous Govern-
ment to task for what he contended was a
breach of some law.

The Government of the day did not
consider it had breached any law, but Mr.
Tonkin thought It had. However, he made
the statement to which T have already re-
ferred. He said, there are on record in-
stances where a House has refused to grant
supply because a Government has not been
measuring up.

We are aware that each of the by-
elections which have occurred during the
life of the present Government have been'
very largely fought by the Labor Govern-
ment on the issue of the Legislative Coun-
cil. There are some members of the Legis-
lative Assembly who seem to thrive on
boring into the Legislative Council. They
have a wonderful time in doing so; quite
unsuccessfully, of course, up to date, be-
cause the electorate in fact has not only
taken no notice of the campaign to dis-
credit this Chamber, but it has caused to
be damaged very badly the Government's
image during those by-elections, The
electors damaged the Government's image
when they voiced their disapproval through
the ballot boxes.

In the process of denigrating this Cham-
ber there are those who do not even stick
to the truth and this is a bad state of
affairs. I have in my hand a pamphlet
headed, "Hospital Employees Unlon.-Stop
Work Meeting." The speakers are shown
as Mr. Joe Berinson, M.H.R., Federal mem-
ber for Perth, and Mr. Jack Marks, execu-
tive officer, Trades and Labor Council, and
organiser, Amalgamated Metal Workers'
Union, The pamphlet states that the
purpose of the stopwork meeting was to
discuss the rejection by the Legislative
Council of improvements to workers' com-
pensation, sick leave, and long service leave
and also to discuss the hospital employees'
claim to abolish the difference in condi-
tions of employment between the Govern-
ment and private hospitals, etc. The em-
ployees were told in this pamphlet, "You
must attend this meeting."

You would know, Sir, that this is an
outright damned lie, because the Legisla-
tive Council has not yet considered the
workers' compensation legislation; in fact
it has not left the Legislative Assembly;
indeed the Bill introduced by the Govern-
ment has been withdrawn, as I understand
the position.

The Hon. R. Thompson: For the pur-
pose of introducing new amendments.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: The Minis-
ter is quite right; so he agrees that what
is contained in the pamphlet is a lie.

The Hon. R. Thompson: I did not print
It. I have not seen what you have in
your hand.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I will pass
this pamphlet over to the Minister and
he can see it for himself. It is certainly
not truthful; hut Mr. Dans will know
something about this although I have not
a copy of the pamphlet on which his namie
appeared.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: Neither have 1.
The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: The hon-

ourable member ought to have a copy be-
cause he attended the meeting, did he not?

The Hon. D). K. Dons: M4y oath I did!
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The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order! I
suggest the honoutrable member address
the Chair.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I beg Your
pardon, Sir. I shall certainly do that. I
believe a similar meeting was held in
which one of the speakers was Mr. Dans.

The Hon. D2. K. Dans: I was very proud
to be there.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I am sure
the honourable member is proud to be as-
sociated with the people who accompanied
him at that meeting.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: Very much so.
The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I do not

know what Mr. Dans said to the gathering
but I am sure he could not possibly sub-
scribe to an untruthful state of affairs like
the one to which I have referred. As the
Minister for Police has said, the Bill is
not here as Yet: it has been withdrawn
to enable the Government to incorporate
further amendments in the legislation.

The Sick Leave Bill was not defeated in
this House until last week, and the Long
Service Leave Bill was amended and sent
back to the Legislative Assembly before
the termination of the first part of the
parliamentary session.

Not only did the people generally Ignore
this type of campaign but the electors
without doubt have registered their disap-
proval of the Legislative Assembly and
also of the Government's performance.

As members know, on the Government
side we have seen the blame for poor per-
formances shifted from one to the other.
The Government backbenchers have
blamed the Ministers; the Ministers have
blamed the backbenchers for lack of sup-
port and, in the middle of it all, they have
started a campaign among themselves to
get rid of their leader.

The Hon. Ft. Thompson: When did this
happen? I am not aware of it.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Does the
Minister mean to tell me he is not aware
of it?

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: It must
have been one of the Caucus meetings at
which you were having a snooze.

The Hon. Rt. Thompson: I have not
missed any of the Caucus meetings and
I have not heard this before. When did
it happen?

The Ron. A. P. GRIFFITH: I did not
say it happened at a Caucus meeting. 1,
too, have missed the Labor Party Caucus
meetings: they never Invite me!

The H-on. Rt. Thompson: You would lie
to be a fly on the wall.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I did say that
on one occasion and I would like to re-
tract it. I do not want to be a fly on the
wall! The Minister may protest but I sug-
gest that if he looks at the Press articles

or asks one or two of his colleagues he will
find out. The latest comment I can re-
member in this regard was that of the
Deputy Premier, who is unfortunately in-
disposed at the present time. I hope he
Is back now.

The Hon. J. Dolan: Oh. yes.
The Hon. A. F. GR1h'FTI'H: The Deputy

Premier said he would not have a bar of
any talk or move to get rid of the Premier
and if the Minister for Police reads the
Press articles he will see that this is so.

The Hon. R. Thompson: I do not be-
lieve everything I read In the paper.

The Hon. A. F. GRIPFITH: The Minis-
ter believes what appears In the papers
when he wants to believe it.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: I have seen
him read out Press articles.

The Hon. R. Thompson: Only when I
know they are truthful.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: The Minis-
ter makes me laugh.

The Hon. W. F. Willesee: You have
often told me not to point.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Yes I have.
and I have not seen the honourable mem-
ber point for quite some time.

The Hon. W. F. Willesee: I never point.
Put your fist down and talk quietly.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: That is ex-
actly what I am doing. When the Minis-
ter for Community Welfare sat where Mr.
Heitman now sits I feel sure his speeches
would have been days shorter had it not
been for the Press articles. I recall that
he used to quote volume after volume.

The Hon. R. Thompson: Never.
The Hon. A. P. GRIFFITH: I1 would like

now to turn to another area which deals
with the actions of the Federal Govern-
ment which, I feel, are contrary to the
interests of the people of the State. The
present State Government is not entirely
blameworthy in this particular; In fact, to
some extent this matter is out of the con-
trol of the present State Government.

In referring to these policies of the Fed-
eral Government I would Point out that
If one goes among the people today one
will find tremendous uneasiness in the
minds of People generally. This uneasi-
ness exists not only In the minds of those
who vote for my political Party, or those
who vote for the Country Party, but it is
also evident In those who vote for the
Labor Party.

This uneasiness is very evident because
the people see the Federal Government
heading us as fast as It possibly can to-
wards socialism and centralism in Austra-
lia. The Federal Government appears to
make no secret whatever of its intention;
It makes no secret of the direction in
which It is heading the People of Austra-
lia, at least not as far as I can see. Apart
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from this our traditional allies have been
pushed to one side and this at a time when
Australia depends on international alli-
ances and trade.

New friends are being found by the
Federal Government which seems bent on
breaking the States and State Govern-
ment control. Although the State Govern-
ment appears to be opposed to the policies
o1 the Federal Government, there is very
little Indeed that the State Government
can do about these policies. It is ap-
parently powerless to do anything very
much to check the Federal Government
in its purpose.

I think it was about the time when the
Western Australian delegates returned to
Perth from the Australian Labor Party
conference at Surfers Paradise that the
Weekend News of the 14th July carried
the following comments by Mr. Tonkin-

The Federal Government's policy of
State legislative power reference was
"unnecessary and unwise" the Pre -
mier, Mr. Tonkin, said today.

It was too early for Western Aus-
tralia, he said.

Speaking on his return from the
ALP federal conference at Surfers
Paradise, Mr, Tonkin said people were
not ready to accept what was an
erosion of state powers so soon after
WVA had nearly seceded from the Com-
monwealth.

It would mean the eventual de-
struction of State Labor governments
and their reduction to the status of
local government.

It was now Labor policy to call on
States to refer any legislative power
to the Commonwealth, if it was in
the party's Interest.

"But it really won't have any
practical result for WA," he said.

"The Commonwealth might call on
us to refer a certain power and the
Labor Party will introduce a Bill, but
it will be blocked by the Upper
House."

The Hon. L. A. Logan: "Thank God for
the Legislative Council"; that is what he
said under his breath.

The Hon. A. F. GRITlH: That is not
included in brackets at the end of this
article.

The Hon. D.XK. Dans: Who told you?
God?

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: He is on
our side.

The Hion. A. F. GRIFFITH: The article
continues--

The shift of power to a central
body was a world-wide movement, but
people here were not ready to accept
it.

Mr. Tonkin said he was the only
speaker against the motion yesterday
before a gag motion was passed.

After seeing that article in the Weekend
News, I asked a question In this House. I
said that the Premier was reported as hav-
ing made that statement in the Press, and

I asked a simple question couched in these
terms--

In view of these statements, can it
be taken that the Premier and Mem-
bers of his Government would desire
the Legislative Council to prevent the
passage of the unnecessary and unwise
policy legislation referred to by the
Premier?

Te answer I received from the Leader of
the House was-

The "statements" are not completely
accurate but, despite this, I trust the
Legislative Council will treat all legis-
lation which reaches it on the merits
of the Bills, and with due regard to
the interests of the State of Western
Australia and its people.

So 1 followed up with another question.
Once again, It was a simple question as
follows-

1) To what extent are the state-
ments inaccurate?

(2) What steps has the Hon. Premier
made to correct these Press in-
accuracies?

The Leader of the House replied-
(1) and (2) To the extent that it is

not a verbatim report. Experience
has shown me that it is fruitless
to attempt to correct Press in-
accuracies. Apart from this, how-
ever, the slight discrepancy does
not warrant any action.

So what the Premier really said was, "Yes,
r did say that. There was a slight discrep-
ancy in the Press report, but it was of
such a minor nature that it was not
worth while correcting it." However, I
thought the statement made by the Prem-
ier was one of which every Australian
should sit up and take notice. The Prem-
ier said that the Federal Government's
policy was unnecessary and unwise, and
that Western Australia was not ready to
hand over power. Then he continued and
said it would not really, have any prac-
tical result for Western Australia. He
said-

The Commonwealth might call on
us to refer a certain power and the
Labor Party will Introduce a Bill, but
it will be blocked by the Upper
House.

So. Mr. Deputy President, you can read
into that a great deal of truth. The
Premier fears the situation; he fears the
action of the Cormonwealth Govern-
muent; he says it is unnecessary and un-
wise for the Commonwealth to do it; and
then he leans back and says, "But it will
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not have any result for Western Australia,
because the Legislative Council will block
the Bills. However, on the next occasion
the Premier and the members of his Gov-
ernment will have not the slightest hesita-
tion in denigrating this H-ouse once again
if they think they should. Maybe in due
course the country will say. "Thank God
for the Legislative Council!" I point out
that in all the research I have done
through Hansard, I have never been able
to find that quotation.

The Hon, J. Dolan: You should have let
someone else do the research.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFIH: Of course, I
can understand the reason that I could
not find it. It would be very embarrassing
If it were found that a Labor Premier in
the past made such a statement.

The Hon, R. Thompson: He would have
to be certified.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Neverthe-
less, I understand that a Labor Premier
of the past was credited with waking the
statement. However, in this area of action
contrary to the interests of the people
and the State, the present Government Is
guilty-I suppose through no fault of its
own-but It cannot do anything about it.
because I understand that at the Surfers
Paradise conference the A.L.P. adopted a
broad policy across Australia In which
State Governments are to be done away
with: and Mr. Tonkin was the only
speaker against the motion.

The Hon. R. Thompson: What you are
actually saying Is that he was the only
statesman at that conference.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Yes, I
would say that.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Of course.
I give the Premier full credit for having
made a stand, although he must have
known-at least he found out when he
made the stand-that It was a cry in the
wilderness, because the Federal Govern-
ment's policy will be forced onto the
people whether or not they like it.

I say here and now that as long as it
is within my power to register disapproval
of and speak against centralist policies
and in favour of the federated States of
Australia, I will do so. In the weekend
Press I was referred to as a traditionalist.
Well, If a traditionalist is one who be-
lieves In the federated States of Australia;
if he is one who believes in satisfactory
relationships between the States and the
Commonwealth Government in which the
States are partners In the affairs of the
country; if he Is one who believes in a
system of government in both Federal and
State Parliaments; or If he is one who feels
a certain pride when he hears a band play
"God Save the Queen"; or believes we
should have a State Governor then, I sup-
pose. I am a traditionalist, and I am not
ashamed of It. I am Proud of it.

I believe that if the State Government
is dinkum-and I know that Is an Aust-
ralian slang expression, but it is Included
in the dictionary and Is defined as one
who means what he is saying-it should
say so. The Premier has said that his
Government was elected for a term of
three years and that the Constitution pro-
vides for the election of a Government for
that period. However, it is a strange
quirk to hear the Government on the one
hand denigrating the Legislative Council
and on the other hand almost pleading
with it to keep the Government in office.
I think the Premier said that members
of the Legislative Council will not throw
out this Bill because they are too respon-
sible. I would like to see the boot on the
other foot. If I were not free to stand
here and express my views, but were given
a direction by the Labor Party to do some-
thing, then it would be done and the axe
would fall; there would be no hesitation.
But fortunately-the Government might
consider it is fortunate: I do not know-
I am free to be a member of a political
party which enables me to express my own
views.

Since the Balcatta by-election the
Supply Bill has been a very hot issue, and
I have listened to the opinions of many
people about what should happen in the
Parliament in respect of supply. Although
I would not expect the Government or its
supporters to agree with me, one thing
that has come through to me loud and
clear is that the Government has lost the
confidence of the people, and the people
want an early election. The Government
cannot have it both ways. it cannot say
that the Legislative Council is a body
which ought to be denigrated, and then
appeal to the sense of responsibility of the
members of the Legislative Council not to
vote out this Bill.

The Government pleads that it is en-
titled to serve its three-year term, but
many people are concerned that it will not
end there. Rumour has It that once this
Supply Bill is passed the Government wili
hang on for as long as it can. In fact, It
has been said that the Government will
hang on until as late as May, 1974 before
going to an election.

This afternoon I asked a question with-
out notice of the Leader of the House and
he was good enough to obtain the answer
for mue. I asked-

(1) What is the latest date In 1974 in
which a State general election
can be held?

(2) What is the earliest date?

The Leader of the House replied-
(1) Saturday, the 4th May, 1974.
(2) Saturday, the 2nd March, 1974.

He prefaced his answer by saying, "Assum-
ing that the questions refer to a conjoint
election and also that the Legisative
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Assembly will expire by the effiuxion of time
on the 31st January, 1974. these are the
dates."

In respect of the second part of that
question as to the earliest date being the
2nd March, the reply does not mean a
thing. It did not mean a thing in 1971,
eight months after the present Govern-
ment was elected, when it threatened the
members of this Chamber with a general
election. If the Government wished to
it could prorogue Parliament and hold an
election any time between now and the
normal effiuxion. of its term. I am told,
and I believe this to be true, that the
latest date is Saturday, the 4th May.

I do not propose to oppose this Bill;
but I think it would be quite fair for me
to ask the Government to give Parliament
and the people an assurance that there Is,in f act1 no foundation to the rumour that
the Government proposes to hang on-if it
is granted supply-until the latest pos-
sible moment, namely, the 4th May; and
that when it has completed its three-
year term in Parliament it will, in fact, go
to an election before its term of office ex-
pires or very soon thereafter, I feel this
might satisfy the criticism and the feeling
of disenchantment that so many people in
the community have in relation to the per-
formance of the present Government.

The Govenment was elected on the 20th
February, 1971, and it ought to give an
assurance to Parliament and the people
that when the three-year term is up, or
very soon thereafter, it will go to an
election. I am not expecting the Gov-
ernment to nominate an election date;
of course, to do so would be to project
too far into 1974, but I am advising the
Leader of the House very strongly that
between now and the time when a de-
cision is made on the second reading of this
Bill he should confer with the Premier
and his ministerial colleagues, and come
back to this Chamber with a categorical
assurance to Parliament and to the people
that the Government will hold an election
within the three-year period for which it
was elected, or as soon thereafter as is
reasonably possible.

I am satisfied to leave the matter at
that for the time being. However, I
strongly advise the Leader of the House
to indicate to the Premier that is what
I am asking for; and I strongly urge
the Premier not to hedge on the question
at all but to come straight out and say
he will do as I have suggested. In the
circumstances I think that the request I am
making Is a fair one in view of the atmos-
phere surrounding the debate on the Sup-
ply Bill which is now going on in this
Chamber.

THE 'RON. L. A. LOGAN (Upper West)
f 5.50 p.m.]: It would appear that the non-
Government members of this chamber
have been given advice In many and varied

ways--some al it advisedly, some of it il-
informed, and some of it by 'way Of a
threat. According to the Sunday In-
dependent even the Australian Labor
Party Executive threatened the Country
Party that it will not give Country Party
members its second preferences, if mem-
bers of the Country Party do not support
the Supply Bill. As far as I am concerned,
that does not mean a thing.

All I can say to such people is, "Thanks
for your advice. I do not need it. I can
make up my own mind. I have been a
member of this Parliament far 26 years.
I will make up my own mind, and I will
not have it made up for me." Threats
like those do not mean a thing to me. I
do not know what all the fuss is about,
because in my own mind and as far as I
am concerned there has not been any
doubt about the passing of the Supply Bill
which is now before us.

However, in the last session of Parlia-
ment there existed a grave doubt about
the passing of the Supply Bill of that year.
The then Leader of the House (Mr. Wil-
lesee) knew about the position and there
was no guarantee at that stage the Bill
would be passed.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Now we
have the T.L.C. running the Labor Party.

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN: If the Labor
Party wants reminding what the position
was in that year, I could tell its members
that supply was almost refused because the
Labor Party was giving consideration to
spending $23,000,000 of the taxpayers'
money to enable abattoirs. to be built by
the United Farmers and Orazlers' Associa-
tion in conjunction with the Trades and
Labor Council, under which they would
obtain half a cent for every pound of stock
that went through the abattoirs. They
were to get that return without the need
to put even one dollar into the project. if
that project had been pursued it would
have been the greatest travesty of justice
of all time perpetrated against the people
of Western Australia.

At the time Mr. Willesee was wordied,
and he approached me on two occasions.
I said to him. "When you can give me an
assurance that this project will not be
proceeded with then we will think about
granting the Government supply." That
was how close supply came to being refused
In the previous year.

If the same set of circumstances faced
us today I would vote against supply, how-
ever, I do not think that the situation
which confronts us at the present time is
so bad as to warrant the refusal of sup-
ply. If this were a Federal Government
Supply Bill I would not hesitate for one
moment in opposing it, Although the
Federal Supply Bill is not before us. I must
point out that the State Government ought
to be castigated for some of the actions It
has taken.
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Today I asked a question in relation to
the Yanchep Sun City and Two Rocks
development. I asked when would the
Metropolitan Region Planning Authority
and the district planning committees give
consideration to this proposal. The answer
given by the Minister was that this had
nothing to do with the proposal. I say
that is baloney. This makes a farce of the
existing legislation-the Town Planning
and Development Act and the Metropoli-
tan Region Town Planning Scheme Act-
as well as the Metropolitan Region
Scheme.

In saying that a person is permitted to
develop a marina and 1,500 acres of rural
land under a regional development pro-
ject, and that this has nothing to do with
town planning within the Metropolitan
Region Scheme, the Government Is treat-
ing Parliament with contempt. The Gov-
ernment has denied the people their rights,
granted under Acts of Parliament. These
are the matters which should be raised in
the debate on the Supply Bill, and in re-
spect of which the Government should be
castigated. Instead of the report which
appeared in the Press this evening, those
are the matters which should receive pub-
licity. The person who was responsible for
the report circulated in the H-ouse this
evening should be sent to gaol.

The Press should find out what is hap-
pening at Yanchep and Two Rocks. Zoning
of land is governed by the existing legis-
lation, and this applies to both urban and
rural land. To claim that a person may
develop 1,500 acres of rural land in the
metropolitan region as a housing project,
and to say that this has nothing to do
with the M.R.P.A. or with town planning
is to represent the position Incorrectly*
and it is time the Government looked at;
the relevant Acts of Parliament.

in addition to that I asked a question
as to whether all the conditions laid down
by the Town Planning Board had been
put into effect; the answer was, "Yes, with
the exception of one." The exception was
that the developer was only being charged
$200 per lot for sewerage which might be
installed in the future. I should point out
that every other developer in that area
has had to provide sewerage before he
started development, and furthermore he
had to bear the cost of the sewerage in-
stallation; this amounted to between $500
and $800 per lot.

In the case of the Yanchep and Two
Rocks development we are told that the
developer does not have to install sewerage.
and all he has to pay is $200 per lot. In
granting development under such condi-
tions, is the Government following a fair
and proper procedure of town planning?
I do not think so. In this instance the
Government has abused its powers; it has

done nothing more nor less than that. It
is time the Government looked at its record
in that respect.

In reply to this debate I would like to
hear the comments of the Leader of the
House in respect of a report which ap-
peared in the Daily News of the 9th May
which stated that the Government would
guarantee Agricultural Parts Supply Com-
Panty Limited $915,000 for the Purpose of
building a plant at Northam. The report
indicated that an executive of the com-
pany said the company was going overseas
and to South Africa with a view to obta in-
ing orders.

Can the Leader of the House tell me
how a Western Australian company will
be able to obtain orders from South Africa,
in view of the hostile and stupid attitude
of the Federal Government to South Af-
rica? In view of that attitude I am sure
the Federal Government would not grant
an export license to the company, and the
South African Government would not rant
an import license because of the Federal
Government's attitude. If the company is
relying on orders from South Africa, where
I am sure it wiUl not be able to find a
market, then I wonder what will happen
to the Government guarantee of $975,000.
What guarantee Is there that the company
will make good if it cannot obtain markets
in South Africa?

The Government has talked about and
prides itself in advocating decentralisation.
It is prepared to give a guarantee of
$975,000 to enable this company to build
a plant at Northam, but In respect of a
building company in Geraldton it is doing
the reverse by discontinuing a concession
granted to it. The company in Geraldton
is operating 300 miles away from Perth,
and this can truly be said to be an example
of decentralisatlon of industry. It Is not
merely 60 miles away from Perth, as is
the proposed plant to be established at
Northam. I should point out that the Ger-
aldton Building Company has a subsidiary
which is engaged in the production of
tiles; it has been ranted a slight rail
freight concession on its products, but now
that concession is to be discontinued. The
Government Is prepared to discontinue this
small concession which has enabled the
Geraldton Building Company to manufac-
ture a product In Geraldton for the benefit
of the district.

I am inclined to think there is a motive
behind this move. The Government ap-
pears to be worried about the seat of
Avon, but It does not seem to be worried
about the Geraldtoni seat to the same
degree. So, in accordance with this atti-
tude it is prepared to guarantee $975,000
to establish a plant in the Avon area, but
discontinues a concession amounting to
about $1,000 which has been granted to
a company in Geraldton. I do not know
the exact figure.
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This so-called good Government ought
to have another look at itself to see where
it is going. As I said earlier, I do not know
what all the hullaballoo is about concern-
ing this Supply Bill. I have never had any
doubt, at all, regarding the result of the
second reading of the Bill, and I have
had no doubt as to what other members
of the Country Party will do.

Because certain action is taken in the
Legislative Assembly there is no need for
people to think that the same action has
to be taken in this Chamber. Nearly every
Supply Bill, and every Budget, has an
amendment moved to it and that has
occurred ever since Parliament has
operated. There is no need for people to
think that just because an amendment
was moved in another place, an amend-
ment will also be moved in this House.

The Hon. W. F. Willesee: That is quite
right.

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN: I repeat: If
good reason was before us I would not
hesitate to vote against the Supply Bill
in the interests of the community and of
the State. However, to date I have not had
to take that kind of action and I hope
that I will not have to take it in the
future. I have been in this Parliament for
26 years and I would like to leave this
place next year, after serving 27 years.
with a clean record. r consider that my
record is one to be proud of and I would
not like the Government to do anything
silly which would make me vote against a
Supply Bill.

The Gover * nent will certainly have to
p~ull tip its socks when one considers the
action taken at Two Rocks, Yanchep, and
Northam, and the Opposite action it has
taken in removing a concession given to
the Qeraldton Building Company; a con-
cession which enabled it to operate and
keep many men employed. Those are not
the actions of a good Government.

Mr. Ron Thompson is aware of the num-
ber of times he came to me, when I was
Minister, in an attempt to get a subdivision
for one house. The replies he received were
in accordance with the policy of the Town
Planning Board and the Metropolitan
Region Planning Authority.

The Hon. A. IF. Griffith: But you cannot
remember Mr. Ron Thompson ever criti-
cising us, can you?

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN.: An area of well
over 1,500 acres was subdivided just like
that, in the instance I have mentioned,
and that is not good Government. Mr.
White moved to disallow an amendment to
the metropolitan region town planning
scheme. Plenty of opportunity was pre-
sented to amend the scheme and a. period
of three months would have given every-
body an opportunity to examine the pro-

posal. It could then have been brought to
Parliament for ratification in accordance
with the legisation,

The Hon. R. Thompson: Were not stzfl
of these subdivisions brought to you when
you were the MinisterV

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN: No. There was
only one small subdivision at Yanchep to
tidy up an area which the Town Planning
Board gave to Mr. Bond; a few acres.
not 1,500 acres. The present policy is
m-aking an absolute farce of the situation.

The Hon. W. F. Willesee: In your
opinion.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: As lie was
a Minister for 12 years I think his opinion
is worth listening to.

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN: I would not
like my name to be associated with the
feasibility study because the all-clear was
given to the project. A breakwater and a
marina were constructed and in less than
six months the Two flocks fishing an-
chorage, where fishermen had anchored up
until that time, had silted up. The fisher-
men cannot get into the B.P. jetty, at
times, because of the silt.

The Hon. D2. K. Dans: Where?
The Hon. L. A. LOGAN: At Two Rocks.

As we have received a deputation from the
fishermen themselves I think we need to
know something more about the position.
The advice was given to the developers
by so-called engineers.

The Hon. R. Thompson: The honourable
mnember did not listen to my predecessor
when the same thing happened at
Kwinana.

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN: That is not so.
The Hon. RH. Thompson: I refer to the

silting which occurred when the cause-
way was commenced. I know what sort of
answer I received then.

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN: One has to look
at the situation at Two Rocks, which has
developed in less than six months.

The Hon. R. Thompson: You look at
Kwlnana.

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN- There has been
no examination of the situation and no
real action taken. Apparently it was very
easy to get a feasibility study.

There is no need for me to labour the
point while speaking to this Bill. I agree
with Mr. Arthur Griffith that in view of
the fact that the Premier has pleaded to
be allowed to complete his three-year term
we should allow him to complete it and
then go to the people. I did not see the
Premier speaking on television last night.

The Hon, J. Heitman: You did not miss
much.

The Hon. W. F. Willesee: Some people
said he was very good.
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The Hon. L. A. LOGAN: One viewer
told mte that if Mr. Tonkin had cried he
would have cried also, because the presen-
tation was so pitiful. That was the reac-
tion of the viewer concerned. I do not
know why the Premier paid so much to
make a plea to the public.

The Hon. R. Thompson:. The viewer who
spoke to you would have been the usual
crier, would he not?

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN: He is a very
sound businessman, and I do not know his
politics.

The Hon. W. F. Willesee; He would not
be Labor, would he?

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN: I do not know.
but I think he Is a good type of viewer.

I am grateful to know we have some
friends in some of the unions. I received
a telegram from a representative of a
union, which is as, follows-

Consensus of opinion by hospital
employees union members who wish
to advise possible denial of wages by
Liberal and Country Party in Legisla-
tive Assembly stop If wages denied to
nurses and other Government workers
members inform us they will definitely
vote Labor.

The contents of that telegram mean that
at the present time some of those union
members must vote for the Liberal Party
and the Country Party. I amn very pleased
to know that.
Sitting suspended from 6.07 to 7.30 p.m.

THE HON. 1. G. MEDCALF (Metropoli-
tan) 17.30 p.m.]: Before the turn of the
present century. this country of Austra-
lia consisted of a number of self-govern-
ing States. Each had Its Constitution un-
der which it operated, which was con-
ferred upon it by the Imperial Parliament
of the United Kingdom in Westminster.
These self-governing States, of which Wes-
tern Australia was one, had Constitutions
which gave them plenary power to conduct
their own affairs in their own way under
the law which had been conferred upon
them.

It is true as a matter of history and
practice that they looked to the United
Kingdom for certain assistance in the
form of naval and military protection.
They provided somne of their own defence
forces but, by and large, they relied upon
the naval power of the United Kingdom
for their defence. However, they were
self-governing communities established
under their separate Constitutions. They
were independent In all respects and they
had full powers to govern their own affairs.

As is well known as a matter of his-
tory, between 1896 and 1900 there were a
number of conventions, as a result of
which the Commonwealth of Australia was
formed. The Commonwealth of Australia

was a new political entity 'which had cer-
tain powers conferred upon it, by agreement
between the States, which powers had hith-
erto been exercised, by and large, by the
States. In other words, the States, in-
eluding Western Australia, agreed to give
lip some of their powers in favour of the
new Commonwealth of Australia. They
created a Federal Government. which
would have the same boundaries as all
the States put together and which would
carry out certain obligations in respect of
such matters as defence, customs, and mat-
ters of common Interest to all the States
which could probably be best carried
out by one Government on its own acting
in the interests of all the Australian
people.

The residue of the powers remained with
the States but certain powers were handed
over to the Commonwealth Government. In
fact, the States asked the Imperial Par-
liament to Lake away from them certain
powers and give these to the Common-
wealth, and the Imperial Parliament did
so. We then had the situation where the
States of Australia, including Western
Australia, governed their own affairs ex-
cept for certain powers which the Imperial
Parliament was asked by the States to
give to the Federal Government, which
later became what we now call the Can-
berra Government. In other words, the
Imperial Parliament at Wcstminster was
the author of all the powers of the States
and the Commonwealth, and it still is.

When the federal governing body of the
Commonwealth was constituted it was ex-
pressed to be an indissoluble union-one
which could not be dissolved-and the
Commonwealth and the States hoped it
would work out amicably if ever there was
a conflict of powers between them. How-
ever, only 34 years later the State of Wes-
tern Australia sought to break up this in-
dissoluble union through a petition, which
was presented to the Imperial Parliament
at Westminster, asking the Imperial
Parliament to legislate and confer self-
government on Western Australia again.
One of the authors of that petition
and one who presented it to the Imper-
ial Parliament at Westminster was my pre-
decessor in the Metropolitan Province (The
Hon. Sir Keith Watson).

We know what happened. The Imperial
Parliament said it was not prepared to
accede to the request contained in the
petition of the Parliament of Western Aus-
tralia without the concurrence of the Fed-
eral Government. but the Imperial Parlia-
ment still has the legal Power to grant
secession to Western Australia, although it
wiil not do so without the approval of
the Federal Government, by convention, if
not by law.

That Is what happened as a matter of
history, and the secession movement
foundered at that time. It has never been
revived, except that in recent months we
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have heard talk of its being revived.
However, as yet it has not been revived
in practice.

With the passage of time, the Common-
wealth has gradually acquired the In-
come-taxing power which was former-
ly shared by the Commonwealth and
the States. The States used to levy
their own income tax, and they still
have the power to do so, but the
Commonwealth gradually took this
over, chiefly as a matter of wartime neces-
sity. As a result of events which have
taken place since then, the Commonwealth
is now in practice the supreme income-
taxing authority. It taxes all the citizens
of the Commonwealth, receives the money.
and makes grants back to the States,
which are supposed to be in replacement
of the taxing power the States have lost.

Although the States now receive grants
or hand-outs from the Commonwealth
Parliament. they still have the major
domestic or local functions of government
entrusted to them by their Constitutions,
and for those who desire to preserve the
position of the States in a federal system
the obvious solution is to provide them
with sufficient revenue to enable them to
carry out their constitutional duties. The
solution of the Federal Labor Government
is to take over all State powers, using the
superlot revenue position which the Com-
monwealth Parliament now has as the in-
strument to change the practical relation-
ship between the States and the Common-
wealth Government; that is, either by, con-
stitutional means or by the use of financial
power.

We see here the power of money. We
have all heard about the power of money,
and here we have an example of the Can-
berra Government, which receives the
taxpayers' money, blatantly using the
powers it has as a result of its controlling
the purse strings to cajole and bludgeon
the States into submission and compara-
tive insignificance. We already have the
spectacle of persons and institutions sub-
ject to various State powers running to
the Government in Canberra, which has
the money. This Is quite understandable.
We have had the State Premiers running
to Canberra for many years now, asking
for annual grants; and they have been
joined by other groups which are subject
to State laws and which can see perfectly
well that where the money is that is where
the power lies. In fact, they are all trying
to Jump on the "Canberra money wagon",
if I might call It that.

The Commonwealth Government has in
fact been attempting to circumvent the
Constitution and is making a farce of the
division of Powers between the Common-
wealth and the States. That is what cen-
tralisnm really Is--the taking over of all
power by Canberra, which Is the avowed
objective of the Federal Labor Govern.

ment. For some months after the present
Government came to power in Canberra,
it was not expressed as "centralism". On
a number of occasions it was expressed as
"a unitary form of government"; that is,
one single form of government for Aust-
ralia, located in Canberra and ignoring the
State Governments.

However, following upon the A.L.P. con-
ference at Surfers Paradise recently, even
Mr. Whitlam stated publicly that he was
in favour of centralism-and this in spite
of the speech made by the Governor
General, which is always prepared by the
Government of the day, in which he stated
the Government was in favour of "co-op-
erative federalism". There Is a difference
between the two. Centralism Is the taking
over of all power; co-operative federalism
means encouraging the State Governments
by ensuring that they have the money they
need to carry out their constitutional tasks.

These acts of centralism affect the State
of Western Australia very vitally, and I
want to speak about some of the legisla-
tion which the Federal Labor Government
has brought in during its eight months in
office.

Firstly, I would like to refer to the
National Pipeline Authority Bill-now an
Act of the Federal Parliament-which
covers more than just the building of a
pipeline. It is an instrument for Federal
control of natural gas and oil where the
pipeline will commence on the north-
west coast. The obvious plan is to take
the gas from the north-west coast of
Western Australia across to the big centres
of population in the Eastern States.
Admittedly, as a kind of afterthought, the
Federal Government has indicated it
would be prepared to run a spur line from
Palm Valley across to Kalgoorlie and even-
tually to Perth. Of course, this pipeline
is only in the planning stage, but the clear
intention of the Act is that the gas on the
north-west coast of Western Australia-
and it is now believed to be a major gas
field by world standards--and the oil, if it
is found in sufficient commercial quantities,
will be siphoned off and taken to the main
centres of population in the Eastern
states.

One may well ask what the Government
of Western Australia has done about this.
I am aware that the Minister for Mines
in the State Government has from time to
time raised his voice in an attempt to
have the position of Western Australia
brought to the notice of the Canberra
Government, but I am not aware that it
has had any effect in changing the major
portion of the scheme, which is to siphon
off all the gas and oil and take it over to
the Eastern States.

The second piece of legislation to which
I wish to refer Is the Seas and Submerged
Lands Bill, which has not yet been en-
acted. The intention of the Bill is that
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the whole of the sea, surrounding the
coastline of Australia, the sea bed
under the sea and the air space
above it, shall belong to the Com-
monwealth, and that the Commonwealth
shall have jurisdiction and authority over
it from low water mark out to the
edge of the continental shelf.

It gives the Commonwealth full and
sovereign powers in respect of the min-
erals found in that area, with the excep-
tion of petroleum which is governed by
another Act. This Bill has not yet been
enacted by the Federal Government-it
was passed by the House of Representa-
tives but deferred by the Senate. The
effect of It is that under the provisions of
clause 14 of the Bill, it is established that
the Commonwealth will have sovereignty
from low water mark outwards over the
whole of the coastal seabed. Of course, it
becomes apparent immediately that this
will affect the State boundary of Western
Australia. The Commonwealth will have
sovereignty not only within State boundar-
ies but also over whatever sovereignty im-
plies; that is, everything that goes with
the full and complete power of Govern-
ment. What happens to our fisheries legis-
lation? What happens in regard to our
jetties and to other things over -which the
State of Western Australia has habitually
enforced its authority such as our seas and
our coastline, which most people refer to
as the "three-mile limit"?

When the Bill is enacted, and this
power is given to the Commonwealth by
Act of Parliament, what about the State
laws? What about the hiatus which will
be left in this area? There is no Com-
monwealth law at the moment in regard
to certain operations presently governed
by State laws. Fisheries is an obvious
example. Will the State laws continue to
be enforced? And what about all the
other State legislation which this Parlia-
ment has enacted? Presumably this will
be subject to whatever legislation the
Commonwealth enacts on these matters.

What about the mineral claims which
the State of Western Australia has habitu-
ally felt to be within its power? The State
has this power at present, but it will go by
the board too, of course, because Part III
of the Seas and Submerged Lands Bill
contains a complete new code in regard
to mineral claims and it Provides for
mineral claims to be handled by the Com-
monwealth Government.

The object of this legislation is to dis-
enfranchise the State and to take away
all its powers from low water mark
outwards. Habitually the State has re-
garded this area as being under its control,
and in fact, it Is under State control at
the present time.

In 1968 we saw an exercise in co-opera-
tive federalism which is the opposite to
centralism. The Commonwealth Parlia-

ment. and the State Parliaments each
passed complementary legislation. The
legislation was known as the Petroleum
(Submerged Lands) Act, and Western Aus-
tralia passed legislation in terms identical
with that passed by the Commonwealth
Parliament. This legislation gave the State
Minister for Mines the power to grant
licenses and exploration permits over the
sea bed or the coastline on the Continental
Shelf. The agreement between the Com-
monwealth and the States was an exercise
in co-operative federalism. That was in
1968. but in 1973 we are not asked to co-
operate. The Seas and Submerged Lands
Bill will give the Commonwealth exclusive
authority over all minerals In this area
from low water mark outwards apart
from the other items which I referred to
earlier; that Is, other aspects of sovereignty
apart from mineral claims.

Who can doubt that once the Seas and
Submerged Lands Bill becomes an Act-if
it becomes an Act-the next step will
be to revoke the petroleum legislation and
bring in new legislation along the same
lines so that the Commonwealth will have
full power over all the petroleum leases
and the permits to explore for natural gas
off the coast of Western Australia? This
is obvious because it will be a direct corol-
lary and part of the set-up of the national
pipeline authority.

AS I said earlier, this Bill was introduced
in the Commonwealth Parliament but de-
ferred by the Senate. I took the trouble
to look up the debates to determine why
it was deferred. In this context I would
like to remind members that the Senate
was set up as a States' House. The Senate
consists of equal numbers of representa-
tives from all the States. Every State has
the same representation in the Senate
whereas the representation in the House
of Representatives is based on the popula-
tion. In the House of Representatives the
big centres of population have a much
greater say through their representatives
than outer areas such as the State of
Western Australia which elects only a few
members.

The Senate was set up according to the
Constitutional Convention to look after the
interests of the States, and this considera-
tion may have moved the Senate during
the debate on the Seas and Submerged
Lands Bill in May of this year.

I would like to refer to the amendment
which was moved in the Senate- This
amendment had the effect of deferring the
Seas and Submerged Lands Bill until
August, 1073. It indicates that the Senate
believed the Commonwealth Government
should consult with the States for a co-
operative regime to control the exploita-
tion of the resources and should permit a
generous royalty distribution to the States
to commence forthwith, In other words.
the Senate appreciating that it was the
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States' House, in effect said to the Govern-
ment, "You must consult with the States
about this before you make any mare moves.
Before we resume in August consultations
should take place between the States and
the Federal Government to see whether it
is possible to work out some exercise in
co-operation in regard to the problem cre-
ated by the Bill whereby the Federal Gov-
ernment takes aver the whole of the seabed
around Australia from low water mark
outwards. The Senate also added that
there should be an arrangement for royalty
distribution to the States so that the States
would get their share of whatever royalties
were to be gained from the exploitation of
the seabed. The Senate deferred this legis-
lation, and I would like to ask the Govern-
ment this question: What has it done since
May, 1973, to initiate consultations with
the Federal Government on the Question
of the Seas and Submerged Lands Bill?
Has the State commenced consultations
with the Federal Government? After all,
Western Australia has more to lose than
any of the other States. I do not suppose
the State of South Australia, or even per-
haps the State of New South Wales, is very
worried about the measure. However, the
State of Western Australia has a treat
deal to lose. There are natural gasfields
and other potential wealth around our
coastline. We have seen already significant
success in oil and gas exploration.

Western Australia has a tremendous
amount to lose. The royalties can
be spent on the people of this State
rather than have them go into the coffers
in Canberra where the money will be spent
on the requirements of that Government.
I say this without political bias because
the Federal Government will spend the
money on whatever It has to meet in its
Budget. We believe that the money should
be spent on the people of Western Aus-
tralia because it is an asset of this State.
It behoves us, as members of this Cham-
ber. to point that out to the Government
of Western Australia. The amendment
was passed in the Senate in May, 1973, and
it was then up to the States to do some-
thing about it. Has our Government done
anything? It does not appear that it has.

There is more to it than the royalties.
The boundaries of this State are in ques-
tion. However these were laid down by Con-
stitutional Acts of the Imperial Govern-
ment in London during the last century
by Orders-in-Council setting out our boun-
daries including the coastline and the sur-
rounding sea. The legitimate constitutional
boundary includes this coastline area and
the submerged lands out to sea. Admitted-
ly in those days no-one knew just how
big the Continental Shelf was, and there-
fore, It was not laid down that our boun-
daries extended as far as the Continental
Shelf. At that time I do not think any-
one even talked about the Continental
Shelf. However, our boundary was laid

down right out to sea. People commonly
talk about a three-mile limit, and mem-
bers will know what I mean. However,
the limit was actually laid down by the
Imperial Government.

The Commonwealth Government intends
to alter the boundaries of the State. It
is the obligation of members of the Legis-
lative Council to stand up and object if
we see the boundaries of our State being
changed, whether constitutionally or other-
wise. Fo r this reason I point out to the
people of this State what the Common-
wealth legislation proposes to do,

It is the task of the Legislative Council
to keep a zealous and watchful eye on
the rights and privileges of the people of
Western Australia, including the lands
which comprise the State and the bound-
aries of the State, even though these
boundaries are under the sea. If it is
the undersea boundaries which are al-
tered, we should be just as zealously guard-
ing them as if it were the boundary be-
tween ourselves and South Australia which
was being altered.

Of course this power is being taken away
because of the wealth under the sea-
the natural gas and oil. It is for this
reason that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment wants the seabed. Clearly the Coin-
nmonwealth already has the power to nego-
tiate boundaries with friendly countries or
even with hostile countries. Last year the
Commonwealth Government negotiated
with the Government of Indonesia and
within a few short days a boundary was
fixed between Australia and Indonesia. It
runs along the Continental Shelf between
Timor and the northwest coast. The
Federal Government already has this
power-it does not need any more. How-
ever, I believe it is trying to change our
boundaries and this is a significant thing
for Western Australia. What is our Gov-
ernment doing about it? I believe this is
an arrogant assertion of power by the
Commonwealth Government and our State
Government should resist It.

The third Commonwealth measure to
which I wish to refer is the Grants Com-
mission Act. This has now been passed-
it is no longer a Bill, The measure con-
tains provisions which will enable the Com-
monwealth Government to make grants
directly to local authorities on a regional
basis. These grants will specify the terms
and conditions upon which the money is
to be used. Local government is one of the
functions of the States-the States are re-
sponsible for it. Country members
know as well as anyone that local
authorities have been starved for funds
because the State Government has not
had an adequate share of the income tax
paid to Canberra. Had we received an ade-
quate share, I venture to say that
our local governments would have been
given a much bigger sice of the cake.
However, they have been starved for funds
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and now that they are offered a piece of
cake naturally they will accept it. However,
this is circumventing the State Parliament
of Western Australia. Local government
has been starved for funds, and now the
grand benefactor in Canberra is handing
the money directly to local government
on terms and conditions, without reference
to the State Parliament. The important
point is that Canberra will decide on the
distribution and the money will not go
equally to the local authorities. It will go
to those local authorities which are selected
or chosen by the Federal Government as
being worthy of a grant.

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: Won't the
Grants Commission have a say in this?

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: The Grants
Commission will be used to make the
distribution. it will be the instrument by
wvhich the funds will be distributed. But
thle Grants Commission will be selecting
the particular authorities which will get
the grants and the terms and conditions
on which the grants are received will be
laid down in Canberra.

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: The State
Government will distribute them.

The Hon. 1. 0. MEDCALF: I believe this
has been said, and I respect my friend the
Minister for Local Government. I know
that he has said this and I know he has
been told that this is so. However, we
might as well ask a bank to distribute
the grants. The State Government will be
used to hand the money out but only after
somebody else has decided to grant it
under certain terms and conditions.

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: It is the first
time in 23 years it has ever happened.

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALP: I am well
aware of the fact that local authorities
have been starved for money and now they
are to receive some. I am glad they are
to obtain some money, but what I am say-
ing is the State Government and the State
Parliament of Western Australia will not
have any say in how that money is to be
spent, and that is our function. It is our
function to run local government in the
sense that we keep an overall control of it.
However, we will lose that control to Can-
berra and we will be used merely as at
distributing body to hand the money out.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: The Grants
Commission had trouble in handling the
situation when it was controlling the
affairs of two or three States. How will
it get on in handling 50 or 60 regions?

The Hon. I. 0. MEDCALF: I am wonder-
ing how the small local authorities will
get on, because they will be disadvantaged
by large local authorities who will be in
a position to state their case more strongly
to Canberra because of being much closer
to the centre of affairs than we are here.

Western Australia is being bypassed in
all these things, and the Federal system
is at stake. I believe the State Govern-
mient of Western Australia should lodge
the strongest objection to this method of
distributing funds. Very little was said
about it in Canberra. The proposal seemed
to be agreed to in great haste. In Canberra
I have observed a frame of mind that it
is a good thing that all power should be
held by it. However, I believe we have to
look at the matter from the point of view
of the States. Western Australia, partic-
ularly. is on the periphery of Australia and
away from the centre of affairs. We are
an isolated community in spite of modern
communication. Relatively, we are just as
isolated today as we were many years ago
before air transport, because communities
in the Eastern States are much closer to
Canberra.

Anyway, why should the terms and con-
ditions in regard to the granting of funds
to local authorities be set in Canberra?
Let us look at the question from the point
of view of the local authorities. They
will not have very much say. They will
receive the money, but with strings at-
tached. In many instances local authori-
ties are so desperate for money that they
will find themselves obliged to accept
it with strings attached.

The Hion. R. Thompson: What strings
do you think are attached?

The Hon. I. 0. MEDCALF: The terms
and conditions laid down by the Grants
Commission before any Federal grant is
made. They are the same strings that are
attached to grants being made under sec-
tion 96 of the Commonwealth Constitu-
tion. The Commonwealth Parliament can
set any terms and conditions on any grants
it makes.

The Hon. Rt. Thompson: We have a new
Federal Government now. We are sick of
the type of Government that you have
been used to for 23 years.

The Hon. Rt. H. C. Stubbs: In 1954
Menzies said he was going to do a great
deal for local government, but he did
exactly nil. However, this Government is
going to do something.

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALP: I am not
going to argue with the Minister about
what happened or what was discussed in
1954. I believe we have problems in 1973
and that we should face them fairly and
squarely. The members of the Legislative
Council, and Indeed the Government of
Western Australia should adopt a strong
attitude on this matter in terms of their
constitutional powers and duty to the
State of Western Australia. I am not say-
Ing that the State Government should
have objected to the banding out of
moneys to the local authorities. I am
saying the State Government should not
give up its rights and powers over local
government, because this is what the
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direction from Canberra will mean. The
Power of the purse is the greatest power
on earth. We have seen examples of (his
already.

In addition to legislative matters there
are many administrative acts done by the
Federal Labor Government which have
had an extremely serious effect on the
economy of Western Australia. One is
the power which the Reserve Bank has
over the import of money. We know we
must have a great deal of money brought
into this State to develop the mining pro-
jects In the north-west. Par example.
Hamerstey Iron has borrowed $252,000,000
in New York to keep its operation going.
However, such borrowing is not possible
any more. My authority in painting to the
Problems being faced by those engaged in
the mining industry at the present time is
none other than the Minister for Mines,
because he appreciates the position. When
permission was granted recently for one
particular project to dispense with the
impounding of 25 per cent of money
brought into Australia, the Minister for
Mines( The Hon, D. G, May, M.L.A.) to
his credit said, "This is a breakthrough".
However, he had to eat his words a day or
two later, but I believe he was right in
saying what he did. Nevertheless he re-
ceived a slight caning because he was not
supposed to say that.

The Present regulations Provide that 25
per cent. of any money that is brought
Into Australia for mining or any other pro-
jects has to be placed in a special account
in the Reserve Bank and left there. The
regulations provide that it must not even
be used. It has to be left in that special.
fund. I am not speaking for any group,
but any developer-be it Hancock and
Wright or anybody else-that borrows
money from overseas is obliged to pay
interest on the 25 per cent, of the money
that is placed in the special fund in the
Reserve Bank. Interest has to be paid
to the people from whom the money is
borrowed, despite the fact that the com-
pany that borrows It is unable to get the
use of 25 per cent of It. In other words, the
company borrowing the money has its in-
terest rates increased by one-third which
has a detrimental effect on the cost of
production and a depressing effect on the
chances of other companies borrowing
money overseas. There is no doubt that
this has had a serious effect on the develop-
ment of mining projects in the north of the
State.

The Hon. T. 0. Perry: And In the south-
west.

The Hon. I. G. MfliCALF: Yes, indeed;
it has had a serious effect on the bauxite
project in the south-west. In fact, that
company does not know how It will get on.
I also know of other companies that are
affected. The community prospers tram
the development of such companies, be-
cause there is less unemployment and

there is mare money for all to share, which
means better material conditions f or the
citizens of Western Australia. This 'flow-
on" has been cut off by an administrative
act, because no legislation is involved. I
am sure all the members of this House
know this to be so.

This has been mentioned many times
and, in fact, as I have said, one of the
people who have mentioned it has been
none other than the Minister for Mines
(The Hon. D. G. May).

Another administrative act performed
by the Federal Government has affected
'farm-ins" on the north-west coast.
Where a company is exploring for oil or
gas and It finds it cannot handle the
whole area, quite often it negotiates withi
another company to take over a section of
the area so that it can increase on the
area of exploration. That Is called a "farm-
in". The company that comes in to carry
out the exploration of a certain section of
an area provides the money. Every member
knows the great cost of running a drilling
rig. It costs a fortune.

Today we have the situation that these
companies are not allowed to engage in
"farm-ins"; they are prevented from do-
ing so by administrative action, although
no shares are Involved. I have been in-
formed there is no legislation which pro-
vides far this. There is not even a minis-
terial statement from Canberra an the
question which lays down the conditions
relating to this administrative act. It is
simply a direction from Canberra. No
doubt a letter exists somewhere, but cer-
tainly no ministerial statemnent by anyone
has been made on the subject to say. "This
is the position that obtains here."

This administrative act is, of course,
affecting the funds involved in the ex-
ploration of oil and gas and, like the
action that has been taken in regard to
mining projects, it is having a serious
effect on the Western Australian economy.
Not by any Piece of legislation, but by an
administrative act this State has became
the plaything of Canberra. We are
nothing to the big cities of Sydney and
Melbourne, but are we to continue to take
it? I suppose we are, but I believe it is
our duty, as legislators in this second
Chamber, to point this out, otherwise what
justification is there for us to continue
as members?

Where we see a situation that is having
a detrimental affect on the citizens of this
State, surely it is our duty to paint to it
in unmistakable terms, because if we do
not nobody else v"ill. How long will the
people of Western Australia Put up with
this? one-third of the exports of the
Commonwealth come from Western Aus-
tralia, and the power of Western Aus-
tralians to rule, govern, and conduct their
own affairs is being filched away from
them every day and every week. The
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power of this State is being progressively
cut down under this system of centralised
control in Canberra.

In some other parts of the world they
have stopped this trend towards centralised
control and the powers are being diversi-
fied. I understand that the United Kingdom
is farming out same of its powers to Scot-
land, and in France there is a move in a
similar direction. In Australia, however,
we find that the power is being transfered
to Canberra. It is necessary that we pre-
serve the balance of power and that we
have some say in our own affairs for the
sake of our people in this far-flung State;
because it is a far-flung State in relation
to Canberra and the big cities In the
Eastern States. We will have decisions
made far away from us without any local
control and without the people of this State
having a chance to influence any decision
that may be made.

How can a. citizen in Western Australia
get any direct access to a civil servant
sitting in Canberra? It is difficult enough
for country people in Western Australia to
get direct access to some local civil servants,
but the people have their own local mem-
bers who can obtain access to civil servants
in this State and obtain answers after
making representations for them. Every
member of this House knows that we do
this every week. We make representations
to some officer in a department or to a
Minister and we have had excellent co-
operation in this regard from both depart-
mental officers and Ministers generally over
the years. As members of Parliament we
know this.

However, how can we do that far our
citizens when we have to go to Canberra
to make our representations? We could
not go without getting some measure of
support fronm somebody in Canberra. I
assume that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment will have representatives here and
that it will establish most of its new
departments in this State. I know from
experience that if a person wants to get
an answer from Canberra, he can see the
local Canberra representative, but the
whole matter is sent to Canberra and the
inquirer has to wait for the answer from
Canberra or from somebody he does not
know and to whom he has no direct access.

The Hon. R. Thompson: Your experi-
ence Is different from mine. I can get
immediate answers.

The Hon. 0. C. MvacKinnon; You are a
Minister; you should.

The H-on. I. G. MEDCALF: The Minister
may be in a different position from me. I
am just a back-beneher, but I venture to
suggest that I do just as much in an
endeavour to get answers to may represen-
tations as the Minister does in his way to
obtain answers.

Mr. Ron Thompson may have more
power. In fact, of course he has. I am
telling him to use his power for the icitizens
of Western Australian generally.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Hear, hear!
The Hon. R. Thompson: I do not like

your use of the word "power". I do not
possess it and I do not want it.

The Hon. I. 0. ?MDCALF: I thought
the Minister said he had the ability to
get the Information he required.

The Ron. R. Thompson: I said I can get
answers.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: We will
channel all our questions through you.

The Hon. I. 0. MEDCALF: I do not
know of any member of Parliament who
can make direct representation to Canberra
and obtain the satisfactory and immediate
success we get in local circles.

The Hon. R. Thompson: You are speak-
ing of the 27 years when you were in
Government. There is a changed scene
now.

The Hon. 1, 0. MEDCALF: I was not in
Government for 27 years and I am talking
about the situation as I find it today. I
refuse to be diverted to talk about the last
23 years. As far as I am concerned I am
talking about 1973.

The Hon. H. Thompson: You want to
learn a bit about 1973.

The Hon. 1. G. MEDOAL?: I believe we
have enough problems in 1973 without
trying to regurgitate all the problems Mr.
Ron Thompson had 23 years ago.

The Hun. R. Thompson: We are solving
those problems you Created.

The Hon. I. 0. MEDCALF: Although Mr.
Ron Thompson does not agree with me,
many of his colleagues have expressed
thoughts along the same lines.

The Hon. H. Thompson: Tell us one.
The Hon. I. 0. MEDCALF: The Minister

is anticipating. I will do that in due
course. As I was saying, many of his col-
leagues have expressed views similar to
those I have expressed. We heard earlier
tonight a quotation from a newspaper of
the 14th July concerning comments made
by the Premier (Mr. Tonkin) in which he
said he thought it was unnecessary and
unwise to refer all these powers to Can-
berra. He said that in unmnistakeable
terms.

It is not necessary for me to read the
article again because Mr. Arthur Griffith
has already done so and he has also read
the whole of his questions and Mr. Tonkin's
answers. The upshot was--and I
give Mr. Tonkin full credit for this-that
Mr. Ton kin honestly stated that he believed
the reference of powers to Canberra was
Unnecessary and unlwise. Those were his
words and I agree with him.
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The Hon. A. FR Griffith: And he was a
voice in the wilderness.

The Hon. R, Thompson: The State
Government Is really getting a vote of
confidence.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: Don't kid
Yourself.

The Hon. I. 0. MEDCALF: I have
already mentioned one gentleman who does
not agree with Mr. Ron Thompson. That
person Is In his own party and Mr. Ron
Thompson would be well aware of the fact
that what I say Is true. Mr. Tonkin did
express these views and deserves full credit
for his honesty. However, he Is not the
only one who has done so. This matter
has been considered over a long period by
many distinguished Australians. Although
I could name several I will name but two,
one of whomn Is Sir Robert Menzies who
said-

The Commonwealth knows that the
States are better Informed and better
equipped administratively and tech-
nically in relation to their constitu-
tional functions, their "reserved" or
"residuary" powers, and that overall
efficiency would suffer from too large
a Commonwealth invasion.

That was by Sir Robert Menzies In a book
called Central Power in the Australian
Commonwealth at page 108.

The Eon. R. Thompson: Five minutes
ago you were criticising the Reserve Bank
which he created.

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: I refuse to
be sidetracked by Irrelevancies. The next
person I wish to quote--and I would like
to hear Mr. Ron Thompson refute that
this was said-

The Hon. F. D. Willmott: He will.
The Hon, 0. C. MacKinnon: He will

refute It all right.
The Hon. 1. 0. MEDCALF: I will not

tell him who said this. 1 will let him
guess.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: A quiz pro-
grarnme.

The Hon. I. 0. MEDCALF: This is what
was said-

In the whole of our dealings with
the Federe- Government and our
attitude to the Federation, our first
duty is to this State and to the people
of this State, whether It be the matter
of the transfer of the North-West, the
abolition of the per capita payments
or any other question we are called
upon to decide.

The Hon. 0. C. Macginnon: Was that
not Mr. Ron Thompson's speech on the last
Supply Bill?

The Hon. 1. 0. MEDCALF: I am waiting
for him to tell me who said this. I will
give him another clue.

The Hon. H. Thompson: I am not clair-
voyant or as naive as you.

The Hon. D). K. Dams: Ask him how
much you get for answering the question.

The Ron. 1. G. MEDCALF: Further on
the same person said-

We could not get the same freedomi
and opportunities to develop our re-
sources In our own way when con-
trolled from Canberra or from Mel-
bourne as we could if controlled by
our own People through the Parlia-
ment of Western Australia.

I know he will not guess the person who
said that, so I will let him off the hook. It
was The Hon. Philip Collier, and the refer-
ence is page 119, volume 72 of Mansard.

The Hon. R. Thompson: What year was
that-1923?

The Hon. 1. 0. MEDCALF: It was. in
1926.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: And It Is as
relevant now as It was in that year.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order!
The Ron. 1. 0. MEDCALP: I hope Mr.

Ron Thompson Is not Implying The lion.
Philip Collier did not know what he was
talking about just because he happened to
live a generation before him.

The Hon. R. Thompson: A couple of
generations.

The Hon. I. 0. MEDCALF: I can assure
Mr. Ron Thompson that Mr. Collier was
held in the greatest respect as a leading
West Australian who made many wise
statements of which that was one.

Thbe Hon. R. Thompson: You amaze me.
One minute you are talking about 1925.
but the next you say we are living in 1973.

The Hon. I. 0. MEtCALF: If the Min-
ister would follow me closely he would
see the connection.

The H-on. R. Thompson: It Is hard to
follow.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: I can under-
stand it would be hard for you to follow.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: The rest
of us are having no difficulty, so carry on
Mr. Medcalf.

The Hon. 1. 0. MEDCALF: We have
heard quite a lot recently about the consti-
tutional position of the Legislative Council.
It has been said that we have no right in
this House to refuse supply. I think I read
in one of the newspapers today that the
Power to refuse supply does not reside in
this Council. However. Mr. Arthur Griffith
has dealt with that aspect adequately and
there Is no question at all about it. We
certainly have the power to refuse supply
if we so desire and I place that on record
as my view, because there is no doubt
about it as far as the Constitution is con-
cerned.
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Many of those who have this opinion
are those who believe in the abolition of
the Legislative Council and they have said
we do not have the power because we are
a House of review. The very people who
have been saying that the Legislative
Council should be abolished because it
serves no function, are also saying we are
a House of review. I agree that we are a
House of review. We have a constitutional
power to refuse supply, but we would re-
quire a grave and serious issue to take that
action.

As we are a House of review-and in
this respect I agree with our critics-we
require a major issue on a matter of
grave import to the State to persuade us
to refuse supply. We are in a situation in
which it is a matter of opinion as to whe-
ther or not there is such an issue.
I consider that the question of centralism
is a very serious issue for Western Austra-
lia.

I regret to say that in respect of the
comments made from time to time
by the Premier it is very difficult for
him in his position to go against his Party
platform.

I think he made this very obvious in the
statement quoted earlier. He is a man who
has been serving his cause for many years.
He has been carried along by the tide and
is now the leader of his party and Premier
of the State and he finds this tide Is taking
him in a direction he did not anticipate.
It Is very difficult for him to swim against
that tide and no matter what the Private
views of the Premier, and perhaps some
other members of the Labor Party may be,
they cannot take any action contrary to
the platform of the Party. It has been
clearly laid down that whenever they are
requested to do so by the central Govern-
ment they must hand over their Powers.
This, of course, would be letting down the
State of Western Australia because I do
not believe it is in the best interests of
the people of the State for our Powers of
self government to be handed over.

I hope that the People of this State will
have an opportunity for an election in due
time to decide whether they be represented
by a Government which will put
their case more strongly than it is being
put at the present time by the Government
of Western Australia. I believe that the
interests of the people of the State may
otherwise go by default and that it is our
duty in this Council to point out these
things and to take whatever action we can
to bring to the notice of the Government
of Western Australia our great concern at
the leeching of the power, Jurisdiction. and
authority of the State-even of the boun-
daries of the State-to Canberra, so that
it will do something about it. In this
respect I support the Proposal Mr. Arthur
Griffith made earlier this evening.

THE HON. CLIVE GRIFFITHS (South-
East Metropolitan> [8.27 p.m.]: It has
been a very long time since my point of
view on a subject has been so eagerly
sought by so many people. Indeed it is
very refreshing to be contacted by so
many people who, for some reason or
other, suddenly believe that my point of
view is of some significance.

I have received numerous approaches
from various media of this State and
some of those approaches have been novel.
They have a fantastic ability to be able to
question one by saying, "Without commit-
ting yourself, what are you doing in re-
gard to the Supply Bill? We are not ask-
ing you to commit yourself, but can you
tell us how you will vote?" This type of
questioning has been going on for a week
or so. I am a bit sorry that tonight this
will come to an end because we will make
a decision and consequently no-one will
be remotely interested in my views on any-
thing.

The Hon. V. J. Ferry: I will ring you up.
The Hon. Rt. Thompson: You can write

a couple of letters to yourself.

The Hon. CLIVE GRIFFITHS: I am glad
Mr. Ron Thompson suggests that I write
the letters to myself because If I wait for
Government departments to write them to
me I will never receive any; and I will
have something to say about that In a
moment.

The Hon. S. J7. Dellar: You are always
having this trouble, aren't you?

The Hon. CLIVE GRIFFITHS: I certain-
ly am. It is not because I myself am
experiencing the trouble that I express
concern but because the trouble involving
replies from Government departments
causes hardships to the constituents I
represent; those whose problems I am
canvassing. Consequently I consider I
have every Justification to express con-
cern at the trouble I am currently experi-
encing.

The Hon. D. J7. Wordsworth: Apparently
if you write to Canberra you will get an
answer.

The Hon. CLIVE GRIFFITHS: I have
several matters I wish to discuss but I
did not intend to tackle this one at the
moment. I am trying to get back to the
track I was on when I first commenced
my speech.

The Hon. Rt. Thompson: You get lost
early.

The Hon. CLIVE GRIFFITHS: I was
about to say that I believe previous speak-
ers have expressed quite adequately all the
reasons why the people of Western Aus-
tralia ought to be given the opportunity
to go to the polls and select a new Gov-
ernment. I agree with the opinions put
forward.
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When my Leader spoke earlier tonight
he mentioned that a measure such as this
gives members the opportunity to discuss
any, and every, subject which concerns
them or their constituents. I will not go
over the ground already covered by the
Leader of the Opposition and by my col-
league, Mr. Medcaif. Instead, I will address
myself to some of the areas which are of
concern to the people I represent and I
will do this on their behalf.

I believe the present Government has
adequately shown it is incompetent to
carry out its functions and its administra-
tive ability is simply nonexistent. This
is evident in the work of some Govern-
ment departments. Of course, officers of
these departments reflect the ability of
their administrative officer, namely, the
Minister.

Ever since I have been a member of
this Chamber I have had occasion to pass
criticism from time to time in regard to
the activities of the State Housing Com-
mission. Tonight will be no exception.
People who find themselves in a situation
whereby it is necessary for them to ap-
proach the State Housing Commission
to obtain a home for themselves and their
families ought not to be subject to ac-
tions which tend to make them second-
class citizens-or citizens with fewer rights
than other people. I have spoken on this
particular line in the past and I intend
to speak on it again tonight.

I spoke about the State Housing Com-
mission during the first part of the 'ses-
sion and mentioned the complete lack of
ability an my Part to obtain any action
whatsoever from that department. I un-
derstand some of my colleagues are experi-
encing the same difficulty.

The Hon. R. Thompson: You said this
six or seven years ago under the admninis-
tration of the previous Government.

The Hon. CLIVE GRIFFTHS: I never
said It at all and, as I go along, I will
tell the Minister exactly what I did say.
At the beginning of the session in March
most members took the opportunity to
congratulate Mr. Ron Thompson on his
elevation to the position of Minister and
we wished him well. I certainly took this
opportunity and suggested that he would
carry out the duties of his portfolio with
the same dedication with which he carried
out his duties as a front-bench member of
the Opposition prior to the last elections.
Knowing him as I do, I was able to make
that comment. in the time which has
passed since then he deserves commenda-
tion for the satisfactory way in which he
has attended to approaches I have made
to him on behalf of my constituents.
Consequently, my criticism of Government
departments is not directed at those under
his control.

The Han, R. Thompson:, In my depart-
mnents there is no distinction shown be-
tween a member of Parliament and a
member of the public. They get the same
service.

The lion. CLIVE ORIFFITHS: That is
pleasing to know, I wanted to make that
comment.

To return to the State Housing Commis-
sion: Currently the position is such that
it is impossible to receive any word from
the commission in respect of applications
which members make on behalf of their
constituents, When I spoke to the
Address-in -Reply in March of ths year I
said that I thought this must have been
my fault because of the criticism I have
expressed over the years. I thought it
was possible that the commission had
singled me out and said, "Under no cir-
cumstances attend to any of the represen-
tations made by Mr. Clive Griffiths." In
the meantime I have spoken to my col-
leagues who assure me they are experienc-
Ing the same lack of service. I am dis-
turbed that this state of affairs is con-
tinuing.

I remind members that in 1965, 1966,
1961, and 1988 the housing position
in this State was critical. At the
time I received approaches each day
from 10 or 15 people who were
desperate and had nowhere to live. I used
to make representations on behalf of those
people and I always received a reply within
a few days or a week at the outside, as to
whether or not any help could be forth-
coming. The people could then go about
making alternative arrangements if they
were unsuccessful or could move into the
accommodation provided if they were
successful. Now, I do not receive replies
within two or three months although I
probably receive only one application for
housing a week. Consequently, there can
be no pressure on the State Housing Com-
mission as there was in the years I mnen-
tioned.

The Hon. R. Thompson: We have solved
the problem.

The Hon. CLIVE GRIFFITHS: If the
Government has solved the problem why
is It impossible-

The Hon. R. Thompson: In two years,
too.

The Hon. CLIVE GRIFFITHS: -to
obtain any action from the department or
to receive a reply from it?

The Hon, R. Thompson: You cannot be
presenting your case properly.

The Hon. CLIVE GRIFFITHS: I do not
know whether or not I am presenting cases
p~roperly but I think I have a fairly good
record.

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: Not with my
department, you have not. I control the
Prisons Department,
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The Hon. CLIVE GRIFFITHS: I am
sure the Chief Secretary knows that very
few of my constituents would be under
his control. Doubtless the majority of
them come from his own electorate.

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: They do. We
catch them when they are going East.

The Hon. A. P. Griffith: It is surprising
how well the Minister hears when he
wants to do so.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: Part of the tac-
tics!

The Hon. CLIVE GE't9ITHS: Mr.
Deputy President, I am sr' You know how
these rude interjection, .isturb me.

The Hon. S. J. Dellai: The honourable
member thrives on them.

The Hon. CLIVE GRIFFITHS: Con-
sequently, I will seek your assistance, Sir.
in endeavouring to stop them so that I
may convey to the House the concern I
feel about the current Inefficiency of the
State Housing Commission. Members may
recall that in March I gave many instances
of representations I had made to the
commission when I mentioned that I had
not received replies, or had received them
six or seven months after I made the rep-
resentation. I did not want to go through
the whole of my files and I selected a few
letters at random. To give members some
idea of the inefficiency I will read a couple
of them, although I will omit the names.
I do not wish to involve the individuals,
but the letters are here for any member
to look at.

The Hon. R. Thompson: Simply give us
the two last letters on the file number.

The Hon. CLIVE GRIFFITHS: I will not
do that but I will read part of one letter
I received from the commission. I made
representations on behalf of a certain
family on the 8th November, 1972. In
fact. I had made several representations
but had not met with much success and
I did not seem to be making any headway.
I continued to contact the State Housing
Commission to ask for a reply to my repre-
sentation of the 8th November, 1972. I
finally received a reply on the 21st March,
1973. According to the Minister, the Gov-
ernment has solved the housing problem
so there should be nothing for the depart-
ment to do. Nevertheless, it was not until
the 21st March, 1973, that I received a
letter from the General Manager of the
State Housing Commission. He mentioned,
amongst other things, that I had made
representations on behalf of the particu-
lar family. To put me in the picture, he
said that the accommodation was ranted
to them on the 20th November, 1972. The
commlssi~n finally got around to notify-
ing me-the member of Parliament who
represented the case-on the 21st March,
1973! 1 am intrigued by a sentence in that
letter which Is typical of the last para-
graph in much of the mall I am receiving

from Government departments which are
rather slow to answer letters. Since I spoke
in March they have all added the sen-
tence-

Any inconvenience caused by this de-
lay in advice to your previous repre-
sentations on the 13th November last
year Is regretted.

The Hon. R. Thompson: What is more
important-a reply to your letter, or the
people obtaining a house?

The Hon. CLIVE GRIFFITHS: I know
the People obtained the house but the
member who made the representation
should have been shown some courtesy and
been notified. Indeed, Mr. MacKenzie be-
lieves this but, apparently, it is satisfactory
for the notification to be given some four
or five months later. This is my first
example of the Inefficiency of the State
Housing Commission.

The Hon. R . Thompson: It is efficiency
when people are Put into houses before
the members of Parliament are informed.

The Hon. CLIVE GRIFFITHS: Someone
should have written that letter, in Novem-
ber, 1972, but instead it was written In
March, 1913. This Is Inefficiency and it
emanates from the top.

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: It is the same
top as the previous Government had.

The Hon. CLIVE GRIFFITHS: It is not
the same top. I will have something to say
about that particular top a little later on.
This emanates from the Minister because
the Minister administers his department
and, if he does not show some signs of
efficiency, this goes down the line.

My next example Is a classic and I con-
sider it takes the cake for inefficiency. A
pensioner couple were involved and I had
obtained a house for them a couple of
years before the Government changed; I
cannot remember the exact date.

The Hon. R. Thompson: How long did
it take you to obtain it?

The Hon. CLIVE GRIFlFITHS: Not very
long. The couple needed accommodation
and accommodation was made available to
them in Brownlie Towers; that edifice
created in Bentley which will go down in
history as a slum of this country-as a
place in which we humiliate and belittle
human beings by putting them into
second-rate accommodation, thus making
second-rate citizens of them.

In any event, the couple were allocated
a unit in this block of flats. I will have
more to say about that, too. From the
day they went in they asked me to do some-
thing to have them transferred. However,
the State Housing Commission to this
point of time adheres to the rigid rule
that once it gives accommodation of some
sort, the People concerned can go through
hell or high water but they will not get out
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of it until they have served the statutory
two-year sentence. A two-year sentence is
what it was ln this case.

The Hon. R. Thompson: Who built these
places and who sentenced the people to
them?

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Qrder!
The Hon. CLIVE GRIFFITHS: From

the time they went in they asked me to
make every endeavour to have them
transferred. of course I had to tell them
that the State Housing Commission would
refuse to look at an application for a
transfer until they had lived there for
two years. They looked forward with glee
to the day on which their two-year sen-
tence would be up and, on that day, ap-
proached me to seek my assistance in hav-
ing thenm transferred from their unit.
They said that they were going mad In it.

I contacted the State Housing Commis-
sion and mentioned that there was a one-
bedroom unit available in a block of four
houses not far away from Brownlie
Towers in Bentley.

The people concerned had seen this
place and had drawn my attention to it.
It was a one-bedroom house which was
empty and which, they said, would suit
them very well. It had a little yard and
they felt they would be able to live an
ordinary existence.

I thought I would make the nec-
essary application for transfer. It is
Indicative when dealing with the Housing
Commission that if one wants to get a
house in Fremantle the only way to get
one is to apply for a house at Midland. As
soon as I wrote to the Housing Commis-
sion in connection with the particular
house which was empty I was told iL had
been allocated to somebody else, but that
the commission would have a look at the
request for a transfer from the people
concerned.

Several weeks went by without anybody
occupying the empty house which was
supposed to be let. It remained empty
and after remaining empty for several
more weeks the old couple became con-
cerned.

I must stress before making my next
point that this old couple lived at Brownlie
Towers. Members will see from -what I
aim about to say just how inefficient are
the Government departments because
finally after I had obtained a doctor's
certificate and so on a letter was received
from the Housing Commission addressed
to the gentleman concerned. It reads-

I have pleasure in advising you that
your request for a transfer to alter-
native accommodation has been ap-
proved, but as there are many families
who are still waiting for assistance,
you will he expected to wait your
turn in the normal manner. Your
name will therefore, be included on

our waiting list as from the 28th
February, 1973 the date you applied.
In the meantime you are to see that
Your home is cared for and regular
payments maintained as any damages
or arrears in rent would prevent you
from being made an offer. When you
are advised by telegram that a home
is available you will be required to
pay the following fees, prior to taking-
occupation.

The letter then lists certain fees that are
involved and states-

It is important that you remember
to return the keys to your existing
accommodation when vacating. Fail-
ure to return the keys promptly to the
Commission will result in you being
charged for loss of rent involved.

P.'S. As individual I bedroom
accommodation is very scarce please
advise this office if you are prepared
to accept a I bedroom Brownlie
Towers fiat.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith; You have rocked
Mr. Ron Thompson because he is going
out.

The Hon. CL1IVE GREhFflI'HS: For two
years these old people have been making
constant requests in an endeavour to try
to get out of this place and yet we find
the officer in the commission addresses a
letter to this gentleman at Brownie
Towers and finally saying that because
one -bedroom single accommodation is
hard to get will he take a one-bedroom fiat
in Brownlie Towers.

The old gentleman concerned thought
he was going crazy so he rang me up and I
naturally made further representations.
Time went by and suddenly he received a
telegram-but this was after a very long
time-saying that a one-bedroom house
had become available and if the old gentle-
mian would like to pay the fees he could
have the house.

I wonder whether members can guess
which one-bedroom house it was! It was
the house for which I had first asked
when I sought a transfer for the couple
concerned. It was one in a group of four
with a little yard; the one the commission
told the gentleman he could not have in
the first instance because it had been let
to somebody else. So, finally, alter offering
him the fiat next door to the one he was
occupying the commission told him that
he could have the house for which he had
originally asked. I Just do not know where
to go.

The Hon. R. H4. C. Stubbs: Brownbie
Towers.

The Hon. CLIVE GRIFFITHS: I spend
a lot of time at Brownile Towers trying to
console the people who are dissatisfied.

The Hon. D. X. Dans: If you find a
solution will you let me know?
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The Hon, OLIVE GRIFITHS: I ex-
pressed displeasure at the construction of
this black of flats before the first shovelful
of sand was turned. I condemned the
Goverrnent for building these flats and
I will continue to do so.

We Just do not seem to learn. Every-
where else in the world we hear week after
week of expert planners and people who
concern themselves with the social prob-
lemns of others coming out forcefully and
condemning this type of accommodation
which they feel is not suitable for human
beings.

I started my campaign against this type
of construction in 1965 but, apparently.
the State Housing Commission has not
yet learnt its lesson; it is still condemning
people to live in this type of accommoda-
Lion.

I had a young lass come up to see me
today. Her husband was killed two years
ago and she has been left with three young
children-one of eight years, one of six
years, and a younger child. She lives on
the top floor of one of these blocks of flats
and the doctors have told her that serious
consideration will have to be given to the
youngest child being taken away from her
because of the state of nervousness she
has developed in trying to control her
three young children. There is nowhere
for the children to play. They play on
the balcony with the other children who
take a delight in pushing them down the
steps. The young lady has no-one to con-
sole her; no-one with whom to discuss her
problem or to help her with the care of
her children.

I have not had time to do anything to-
day because I have been very busy but the
young lady told me that the State Housing
Commission has informed her that the
Minister has said no further transfers will
be granted. The two-year sentence no
longer applies and that from now on no
transfers will be granted. I have not
checked this, but the lady herself gave me
the information and I am sure she would
have got it from somebody at the counter
when she rang the State Housing Com-
mission. The minister Is responsible for
the information given out by the State
Housing Commission.

What appals me about the State Housing
Commission is that never once In the
hundreds of representations I have made
to it has any one of my constituents ever
been right! Somebody has told me he has
done this, that or the other; that he has
made an application and yet the commis-
sion has denied that one has ever been
made. It would seem that the man behind
the! Housing Commission counter is always
right.

People have come to me and said they
have been worried about their applications
which have been with the commission for
341 years or more without their having

heard anything from the commission. If
one rings the commission one is told that
it has never received the application.
There is no appeal against that. The
word of the commission is final and the
person concerned goes back to the bottom
of the list and starts again.

I take strong exception to this attitude
of the commission because these are the
ordinary people who expect me, as a mem-
ber of Parliament, to look after their in-
terests. The only course that is left open
to me is to take the opportunity that a
Bill such as this affords to express concern
on behalf of the people to whom I have
referred; people who are being treated like
second-class citizens merely because they
have no money. These are poor people who
approach the State Housing Commission
in the hope of obtaining a home for them-
selves and their families. Their only crime
appears to be that they cannot compete
on the open market for private accommo-
dation which may be available.

Another glaring instance of inefficiency
and lack of concern is a recent case that
was brought to my attention. I got home
one night and found a letter waiting for
me. It was written in a shaky hand and
the letter appealed to me to help the writer
who was an old widow living on her own.
She had gone everywhere without success
and she asked me whether I could help.
She said that there was a leak in her roof
and that it had been raining very hard.
I told my wife that this was the obvious
time for me to see just how badly the roof
was leaking. When I got to her place I
was staggered. I1 thought I would see a
few drips coming through the roof but
what I saw absolutely astounded me. The
lady in question had reported the matter
of the leaking roof to the State Housing
Commission on the 5th May. 1973. She
also reported the matter to the rent col-
lector, apart from which she had rung the
State Housing Commission on eight occa-
sions. Eventually an inspector came out
and said, "Yes, your roof is leaking; we will
do something about it." This happened
to be the 19th July and the water was
pouring through the roof. It was coming
through as fiercely as water comes out of
a tap when it is turned full on. When the
water Is turned full on in m~y place it
knocks the cup out of one's hand.

As I have said the water was coming
through at a tremendous pace and all over
the house the lady had placed buckets and
dishes to catch the flow of water. We must
appreciate that she is an elderly lady who
is crippled with arthritis in her hands. On
occasions she had to stay up all night to
bale the water out with one of those steam
pudding dishes because the buckets were
too heavy for her to lift.

I rang up the television people, though
I am not given to doing this sort of thing.
But I was so astounded by the plight of
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this unfortunate woman that I had to do
something about it. She had experienced
this flow of water through her leaking roof
from the 5th May to the 19th July and
for the information of members I would
point out that in South Perth--and this old
lady lives in South Perth-we received
11.65 Inches of rain. From the time the
lady concerned had reported the leak up
until the time I fixed It for her it was
necessary for her to bale the water out
night and day with the small dish and
bucket to which I have referred.

This is a clear indication of the in-
efficiency and couldn't-care-less attitude
of the State Housing Commission.

The Mon. G. C. Macicinnon: It is a lack
of consideration.

The Hon. R. Thompson: With your in-
genuity I thought you would have set up
a siphoning system.

The Hon. CLIVE GRIFFITHS: She
lived on the top floor of a block of flats
and it was not possible to get near the
roof to do anything about it. The com-
mission does not care about the ordinary
people. The Labor Party goes onto the
hustings and says it is the party that is
concerned about the ordinary people, the
people of the working class; but the fact
is that the Labor Party could not care
less. We are the people who worry about
the ordinary individual.

The Hon. Rt. Thompson: You didn't
house them for 12 years.

The Hon. CLIVE GRIFFITHS: We
housed them and overcame the problem.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: The only
reason You could solve it is that there was
no problem when you came in.

The Hon. R. Thompson: You built
Brownlie Towers. Don't deny that.

The Hon. OLIVE GRIFFITHS: I am not
denying it; but the Minister knows my
attitude to that building. I condemned it
at the time and I will continue to do so.

If we defeated this Bill and had an
election in the next few weeks, and the
Liberal Party was returned with a resound-
ing victory-as it would be-I would con-
demn the next Government if another
building like that were constructed, be-
cause I do not believe human beings should
be subjected to that sort of housing. It is
the right of every Australian to live in a
house on a piece of land separated from
his neighbours, if he so desires.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: We will
be battling to do that if the Common-
wealth takes all the land.

The Hon. CLIVE GRIFFITHS: Yes,' we
would be: but there is plenty of land left
at the moment. Some People like to live in
flats. As a matter of fact, I live on the
fourteenth floor of a block of flats because
I cannot afford to own a house!

The Hon. S. 3. Dellar: How's your
Mercedes?

The Ron. CLIVE GRIFFITHS: It suits
me to live there. I live in a flat because
I choose to, and I believe it is the right
of every Australian and Western Austra-
lian to choose where he wants to live, and
not to be subjected to living in a building
in which he does not want to live simply
because he must go to the State Housing
Commission for accommodation.

We see that the new Government in
Canberra has started to make grants for
housing available to the States, and the

Federal Minister for Housing has said. "We
will make money available for housing, but
the housing will be, in the main, rental
accommodation and not purchase homes."
Of course you, Mr. Acting President (The
Hon. Rt. P. Claughton), know that is some-
thing to which we as Liberals are violently
opposed; we believe it Is the right of every
person to own his own home, and to Pur-
chase it from the State Housing Commis-
sion or any other source.

The Hon. Rt. Thompson: That has not
been changed.

The Hon. CLIVE GRIFFITHS: Well,
what about the stiings attached to the
Commonwealth money?

The Hon. Rt. Thompson: That has not
been changed.

The Hon. CLIVE GRIFFITHS: Oh, cut
it out! I am suggesting that it has been
changed, and the people of Australia and
of Western Australia know it has been.
Certainly the people of Balcatta know it
has been changed because they voiced their
disapproval of it in no uncertain manner
a few weeks ago.

The Hon. J. L. Hunt: Some of them.
The Hon. CLIVE GRIFFITHS: Some of

them! I will divert my remarks here to
take up that point. One can imagine the
situation in the Labor Party caucus room
when the suggestion was put forward that
the brutal Legislative Council may stop
supply and force a general election. One
can imagine that in the Labor Party caucus
room the Premier would say-

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Either there or
in the Liberal Party room.

The Hon. CLIVE GRIFFITHS: Well,
they used the Liberal Party room for their
campaign.

The H-on. fl. K. Dans: That Is what
confused the electors.

The Hon. OLIVE GRIFFITHS: That
does not particularly concern me. How-
ever, one can imagine the Premier saying
to Mr. Claughton, "What are your views
on holding an election now if the Coun-
cil stops supply?" And one can imagine Mr.
Claughton saying-

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: He is sweating
enough now without doing anything else.
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The Hon. CLIVE GRIFTIThS:-"As far
as I am concerned you had better use every
device in the book, and same that are not
in the book, to stop an election; because if
the Balcatta result is applied to my seat,
in order to be returned. I would need a
majority of about 4,000 in the Balcatta
area."

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: Do you
think he might put In $100 to get the
Premier to beg us not to do it?

The Hon. R. Thompson: You never spoil
a good story by telling the truth, do you?

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Quote your-
self and not Mr. Dans.

The Hon. CLIVE GRIFFITHS: That is
only because the Minister would not recog-
nise the truth. We have heard all this
criticism of the Legislative Council; we
have heard other speakers say that sud-
denly now we are not so brutal, but we
are a House of Review and we will view
the situation with compassion, good judg-
ment, and responsibility: and if we are
really responsible we will not stop supply.
Of course, if I were a member of the Labor
Party I would be petrified about going to
the people at the moment.

The Hon. R. Thompson: You would?
The Hon. CLIVE GRIFFITHS: Of

course I would be. The Labor Party Is
worried now because it is already outnum-
bered 20 to 10. We can imagine what the
position would be if we had an election.
On the Balcatta figures, Miss Lyla Elliott's
seat becomes a blue ribbon Liberal seat;
so that would be the end of her and Mr.
Bill Willesee--except that he is retiring.
Mr. Ron Thompson would also go if the
People In his electorate voted In the same
manner as the people In Balcatta.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: They will not.
The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: His con-

stituents love him.
The Hon. OLIVE GRIF'FITHS: Well, he

may have a personal following. He 'has
some shocking political views, but never-
theless I have great regard for him.

The Hon. A. P. Griffith: He tells a good
story.

The Hon. CLIVE ORIFF'ITHS: I need
not make notes or prepare a speech: I
merely have to stand up here and Mr.
Ron Thompson Provides me with all the
material I need.

The Hon. R. Thompson: Well, I know.
The Hon. OLIVE GRIFFITHS: So. we

have dispensed with Mr. Claughton and
Mr. Ron Thompson, and with Mr.
Willesee's seat.

The Hon. R. Thompson: I think we have
dispensed with Mr. Clive Griffiths too.

The Hon. OLIVE GRIF'FITHS: After
the next election, rather than having 10
members in this Chamber, there Is a

strong possibility that the Australian
Labor Party will have four members; and
the only reason it will have those four
members is that they do not come up for
re-election this time.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: I see that the
Minister for Local Government did not
interject then.

The Hon. OLIVE GRIFFIT'HS: He is
one who will go too.

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: You resign
from Your seat and contest mine at Kal-
goorlie. That would be a most traumatic
experience for you.

The Hon. CLIVE GRIFFITHS: Here
come those Interjections which worry me.
I am saying that as far as I can see the
A.L.P. naturally does not want to go to
the people at the moment, and will use
every trick in the book to avoid it. Cer-
tainly if I were in the same position I
would do the same thing. Members of the
AL.P. must try to survive, and any at-
tempt to delay the election means survival
for a little longer.

The Hon. D.' K. Dans: I don't think we
are using any tricks.

The Hon. OLIVE GRIFFITHS: I did not
mean to use that word in a derogatory
fashion. I used It because I Could not
think of another word. The Labor Party
believes that any delay it can bring about
before the election is held will assist it. I
do not believe it will because I think the
basic philosophies of the Labor Party are
against the party, and that the ordinary
Australian people are opposed to the
socialist Policies that the party is hell-bent
on introducing throughout the whole of
the nation.* I believe the people will reject
the A.L.P., no matter whether the election
Is he]l next month or next year.

However, I return to the State Housing
Commission; I have not finished with it
as yet.

The Hon. R. Thompson: This is a bit
like "Blue Hills". isn't it?

The Hon. CLIVE GRIFFITHS: The
Minister can call it what he likes. Un-
fortunately I cannot find a news item
which appeared in the Pr'ess today. and
which I intended to quote. It suggests
that the Australian Capital Territory has
invited the General Manager of the State
Housing Commission to go to Canberra to
help solve the housing problem over there.
Apparently the people in the A.C.T. reckon
that he should be of some help. All I can
say is, pity help them!

An article appeared in The West Aus-
tralian of the 9th August under the head-
ing "Shire is blackmailing us, says S.11.0.
chief". It states--

The State Housing Commission has
rejected an ultimatum from the
Carnarvon Shire Council concerning
five houses being built In the town for
Aborigines.
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The council has refused to connect authority. So I Jacked up the Uniform
power and sewerage to the houses
unless the .1.. guarantees not to
build more houses of the same type
without council approval.

It also wants an assurance that the
houses are to be viewed as experi-
mental.

"We refuse Point-blank to submit to
this kind of administrative black-
mail," the general manager of the
S.H.C., Mr. R. B. MacKenzie, said yes-
terday.

"It seems that the shire is setting
itself up as a judge of behaviour pat-
terns and morals.'

Mr. MacKenzie said that the com-mission was investigating ways of
overcoming the problem.

One house was ready for occupation
and the others were under construc-
tion.

They all complied with the model
building and health bylaws and cost
the same as S.HO. houses built for
anyone else in the town.

The only difference was that they
had metal interior wall linings with a
paint finish.

In some country areas, the com-
mission probably would build similar
houses for vigorous white families if
it was possible that the walls would
be damaged.

"We can't afford to be constantly
replacing fibro and plaster board," Mr.
MacKenzie said.

The point I wish to make here is that the
present Government has made the way
clear for public servants to make state-
ments and comments at random. There-
fore, I take the view that If a public ser-
vant Is prepared to make a statement, and
the Minister in charge of his department
does not refute the statement, then the
point of view expressed is the point of
view of the Government.

The Hon. R. Thompson: Have you seen
these houses?

The Hon. CLIVE GRIFFITHS: I do not
know what difference It makes whether
or not I have seen them.

The Hon. Rt. Thompson: I will show you.
It is the top house in the photos I am
holding up. The type of house you built
is shown in the bottom photo.

The Hon. OLIVE GRIFFITHS: When
the Minister has finished his speech I will
continue with my comments. Here we
have the General Manager of the State
Housing Commission accusing a respon-
sible local authority of using blackmail
tactics in order to implement its by-laws.
He went on to say that the houses com-
plied with the by-laws of the local

General Building By-laws, and I found
that by-law No. 2509 states-

Internal Wall and Ceiling Lining-
The internal lining of any wall or
ceiling shall be lath and plaster.
finished to a hard surface, hardwood
panelling. T. & G. timber lining.
Plaster sheets, open screening of non-
inflammable material, open screen-
ing of inflammable material where
this does not exceed 10 per cent, of
the area of the wall or ceiling in
which it is to be used, or asbestos and
cement sheets or other approved
material.

The General Manager of the State Hous-
ing Commission, Mr. MacKenzie, says these
people are blackmailing him, and that
this Particular type of construction com-
plies with the building by-laws. In the
definitions contained in the Uniform
General Building By-laws the term
"approved" means approved by the
council. So, the by-law governing lining
and wa does not include the type of
lining that is being used in the State
Housing Commission construction.

I do not know wvhether or not the lining
b)eing used in these houses is suitable: that
is not the point of my argument. The
point I raise is that the council has been
elected by the ratepayers to look af ter
their interests, and to adopt building stan-
dards with which the ratepayers shall com-
Ply: but it is being accused of blackmail
by this Government merely because the
council is trying to implement by-laws
with which every citizen in the community
has to comply. In other words, the Gov-
ernment, through the General Manager of
the State Housing Commission, wants a
different set of standards to apply to the
commission. I believe the Government
ought to be condemned for this.

Rather than denigrate the local
authority, Mr. MacKenzie ought to look at
his own backyard. He is not content with
saying that local authorities are black-
mailing, but he also uses blackmail against
them. His tactic is to use the theme that
local authorities, by insisting that the
State Housing Commission complies with
the building by-laws, are denying homes to
the needy and to the Aborigines. He does
this to generate public sympathy in his
favour, and to make out that the councils
are like ogres. All that the councils are
saying is that the houses built by the
State Housing Commission, irrespective of
for whom they are built, shall comply with
the Uniform General Building By-laws.
However, Mr. MacKenzie, the general man-
ager, sees fit to blackguard them and to
suggest that the councils are using black-
mail tactics.

The Hon. J. L. Hunt: Why did they not
over the years oppose the construction of
those houses?
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The Hon. OLIVE GRIFFITHS: That is
the business of the local authorities.

The Hon. J. L. Hunt: You should not
operate under one by-law during one
year, and under another In the next year.

The Hon. CLIVE GRIFFITHS: The
honourable member can tell as about that
later.

The Hon. J. L. Hunt: That was done by
your Government.

The Hon. OLIVE GRIFFITHS: That is
a matter I would like the honourable
member to comment on. I suggest that in
respect of the building by-laws the General
Manager of the State Housing Commission
should be placed on a par with the other
People of the community. In respect of
his appreciation of the type of housing in
wh'ch Australian people ought to live, he
is years behind the times. As I have
pointed out before, every week we hear
planners from all over the world condemn-
ing the type of accommodation he is pro-
viding. He adopts a dictatorial attitude to
insist that his views be complied with in
seeking to obtain from local authorities
the authority to bypass the by-laws, when
the local authorities believe it is not in the
best interests of the community to do so.

I recall the time when the Brownie
Flats project was contemplated. Ap)-
parently at the time there was no town
planner or architect in Australia who was
prepared to design that type of housing.
so the general manager, Mr. MacKenzie,
took a trip to Europe where he eventually
found an architect in Italy who was pre-
pared to come to Western Australia to
design that project. That person had
never been here before, but overnight he
seemed to have become an expert on how
tile Australian people ought to live, Of
course, Mr. MacKenzie was the individual
who has brought this about: he is the one
wvho espouses the views on behalf of the
Minister. He continues to do so by de-
nigrating the local authorities.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: Does he not
espouse the views of the State Housing
Commission?

The Hon. CLIVE GRIFFITHS: He de-
nigrates the local authorities for no other
reason except that they want the building
by-lawrs to be observed by the State
Housing Commission.

I want to comment on another in-
dividual. Recently a report appeared in a
newspaper which stated that natural gas
was leaking from the pipeline, and the
loss amounted to over $1,000,000. Naturally,
the consumers in Western Australia are
paying for that loss, and they have asked
certain questions. They have asked how
much gas is being lost. The General Man-
ager of the State Electricity Commission
replied to that question by telling them
to jump into the lake, and saying that he

would not give the information. He re-
fused point blank to do so, and the Minis-
ter for Electricity also refuses to pass on
to the Public information to which they
are entitled. It is information relating to
a sum of over $1,000,000 which the con-
sumners of natural gas have to meet, but
the general manager says that under no
circunmstances will the people be told.

Earlier this session I asked some ques-
tions in connection with the general man-
ager. One of my constituents had a
Problem, and he could not make any head-
,way with the commission, I made an
attempt to contact the general manager
by telephone. The acrobatics displayed by
tho girl or. the switchboard to prevent me
from contactng the general manager were
amazing. I was put through to five officers.
On cach occasion I said I wanted to speak
to the general manager, but each time I

wsrut through to someone other than
tegeneral manager, and that person gave

me every conceivable excuse in the world
as to why I. as a member of Parliament,
ought not to talk to the general manager.

I have asked some questions as to
whether instructions have been given to
the girl operating the switchboard to
Protect the General Manager of the State
Electricity Commission from inquiries from
consumers. The reply of the Minister was,
"No". He said that there were many other
officers in the commission who were ade-
quately informed to answer my questions,
and therefore there was no need for me
to speak to the general manager.

I would ask this question of the Minis-
ter: What does the General Manager of
the State Electricity Commission do? For
what purpose is he appointed? I am
wondering whether the organisation would
not run just as efficiently without the
general manager, He certainly does not
give out any information in a case where
over $ 1.000.000 of the consumers' money is
lost through leakage in the pipeline. He
says that Is not their concern.

One of my constituents could not get
any satisfaction out of the commission.
As his elected member of Parliament I
was fobbed off over the telephone from
one officer to another, but under no cir-
cumstances was I permitted to speak to
the general manager. tip to date I still
have not teen able to do so. I wonder
what is the purpose of his appointment.

The Minister for Electricity ought to
look into this matter, because some of the
officers who have been appointed to these
high Positions have their feet completely
off the ground; they have lost touch
with the ordinary citizens who pay their
salaries and on whose behalf those officers
have been charged with some responsibility.
I take strong exception to what these
officers are doing, and I voice my objection
accordingly.
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I want to deal with another issue relat-
ing to the workings of this Chamber. As
members realise, an arrangement has ap-
plied over the years for pairing when a
member Is sick, or when a Minister has to
attend a function. My understanding is
that the Opposition does not want pairs;
it is the Government which requires pairs.
The Government ought to be aware of the
rules governing the granting of pairs. I
now ask the Minister:, What are the
ritles which apply to Pairs in this House?

The other evening we had an instance
in this Chamber when a vote was taken.
Two members who had been granted leave
of absence by a vote of the House were
not paired, so that when the vote was
taken the result was 14 to 12. In that
instance two Opposition members voted
with the Government. All the 10 members
of the Australian Labor Party voted, but
the two members who had been granted
leave of absence were not paired.

I have no quarrel if that is the rule, but
during the course of the division when
the bells were being rung the Government
Whip bad a discussion with the Liberal
Whip as to whether the pairs were on or
off. Pairs are on and off on frequent oc-
casions, so that from one Bill to the next
members do not know whether pairs are
on.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: That is not
correct. In that particular instance you
should have listened to the whole con.-
versation.

The Hon. CLIVE GRIFFITHS: There
was a discussion between the Government
Whip and the Liberal Whip as to whether
pairs were on. In my view there should
not have been any need for discussion.
The Position should be resolved auto-
matically with members who have been
granted leave of absence by a vote of the
House being paired. If that is not the
position, then let us forget all about pairs.
In any event, I think pairing is a stupid
procedure. The fact is that we have pairs,
and generally it is the Government which
requires pairs, so it should tell us the rules
which apply.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: I made an offer
for pairing.

The Hon. CLIVE GRIFFITHS: I am
aware of that. I did not say the honour-
able member did not; he seems to be
touchy. I deliberately refrained from
criticising him or our party Whip. There
is also the Country Party Whip. In fact,
we have more whips here than at Ascot
racecourse! It would be a simple matter
to arrive at an arrangement which is clear
cut with no room for doubt. On that
occasion I am aware that Mr. Dans, as
the Government Whip, made an offer for
pairing, but I am saying there should not
be any need for that to occur. it should
be a well and truly established rule. I

ask the Government: What are the
arrangements with regard to pairs?

I await with great interest the Minister's
reply to the request that has been made
by the Leader of the Opposition in regard
to the date of the next State general
election.

THE BON. L. D. ELLIOTT (North-East
Metropolitan) [9.29 p.m.]: For the past
week there has been a great deal of specu-
lation on whether the Supply Bill would be
passed in this House, because of the state-
ments that were made by Opposition mem-
bers to the eff ect that a general election
in this State should be held earlier than
normal. The main arguments advanced
by the Opposition for an early election
were, firstly, that the State Government
has mismanaged the aff airs of the State
and that it has been responsible for the
economic recession;, secondly, that the
Federal Government is pursuing dangerous
centralist, and socialistic policies; and,
thirdly, as a result of this the Government
has lost the support of the people of this
State.

It is claimed that the people should be
given ani opportunity to vote at another
eleetion. Let us examine the claims In
detail, and I will deal with the last-men-
tioned claim first-that the Government
has lost a lot of support.

If the Tonkin Government has been
guilty of anything, it has been guilty of
not spending as much money on public
relations as did its predecessors. It is
very difficult for the average person in the
street to grasp the fundamentals of State
economics, let alone those relating to
national or international economics. For
example, I wonder how many people realise
that their electricity charges were increased
because the Labor Government was left
with a $57,000.000 capital works bill for the
S.E.C. by its predecessors. On top of that,
the present Government took over the
Treasury with a $10,000,000 deficit. I1 also
wonder how many People understood the
implications of the 1971 Federal Liberal
Government Budget. The Federal Govern-
ment, on that occasion, deliberately intro-
duced measures designed to create unem-
ployment in this country.

Finally, I wonder how many people un-
derstood that a decision taken in America
which affected Japanese imports to that
country, in turn, affected our exports to
Japan. That situation reflected on the
employment figures and the finances of
this State. When the average man loses
his Job, or notices that his electricity bill
has increased, he does not rush out to
buy the latest economic Journals. He usu-
ally blames the nearest Government and
this is the State Government. That Is
what has occurred on this occasion. The
average man has not understood the posi-
tion, and his confusion was compounded by
the present opposition repeatedly stating
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that this Government was responsible for
the economic recession, unemployment, and
increased electricity charges and so on,

The Hon, A. F. Griffith: My word, you
should have been here a couple of years
ago.

The Hon. L, D3. ELLIOTT:, The Opposi-
tion repeatedly tells us that our vote has
dropped and, therefore, we should resign
so that the people will have a chance to
vote at another election.

The Hon. A, F. Griffith: I think you
have been listening to the debates in the
Legislative Assembly.

The Hon, L. D. ELLIOTT: I think I
have heard members in this House say the
eamno thing: That our vote dropped at the
last Federal election and the Balcatta by-
election and therefore we have lost the
confidence of the people.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: You have, no
doubt, lost the confidence of the people.

The Hon. L. D. ELLIOTT: At the 1072
Federal election the formal votes re-
corded by the three major parties were:
labor Party, 46.1 per cent.; Liberal Party,
39.6 per cent.; and the Country Party.
8.3 Per cent.

The Hon. D,. J. Wordsworth: Was that
first-past-the-post?

The Hon. L. D. ELLIOTT: If voting had
been on a first-past-the -post basis we
would have gained many more seats.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: That is what
first-past-the-post voting is intended to do.

The Hion. L. D. ELLIOTT: The figures
for the 1969 Federal election, when the
State Liberal Government was in office.
were: Labor Party, 50.04 per cent.; Liberal
Party, 36.05 per cent.; and Country Party,
6.38 per cent. The Labor Party vote rose
by over 7 per cent. and the combined
Liberal Party-Country Party vote amount-
ed to something like 42 per cent. Labor
won Forrest for the first time in 20 years,
Swan for the first time in 14 years, and
Perth for the first time in 14 years. The
Liberal Party was left with only one
Federal seat out of nine, and the Country
Party with only two Federal seats.

I 'fto not recall Liberal Party and Coun-
try Party members, at that time, saying
that they had lost the confidence of
the people of this State and that they
should resign and let the Labor Party take
over Government. That Government had
been in office for 10 Years and had had an
opportunity to show what it was capable
of doing. The present State Labor Gov-
ernment has been in office for only two
years during which time there has been an
economic recession not of its own making.
However, we are told that we have had a
fair go and should get out.

(871

let us examine the situation and ask:
Have we had a fair go, and have we failed
to govern this State in a responsible way?

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon, I must
say. "Yes" In all seriousness.

The Hon. L. 13, ELLIOTT: It seems that
Mr. Maci~innon considers that we have
had a fair go during two of the most diffi-
cult years possible. The Government was
not able to implement many of its policies
because of the economic recession but we
are told that we have had a fair go. Of
course, the facts reveal that we have not
had a fair go at all.

I have already referred to the previous
Federal Liberal Government's 1011 Budget
which created unemployment in this State
and a downturn on the international
mineral markets which affected this State
more than any other. Our building and
engineering industries were geared to the
mining boom conditions.

In the Political notes column of The
West Australian of the 10th August, 1972,
the Leader of the Opposition (Sir Charles
Court) had the following to say-

The State Government is now mid
term in office but still tries to cling
desperately to the false claim that its
problems are not its fault. This is
Just a smoke-screen for its failure to
keep the State's economy moving de-
spite having taken over a virile de-
velopment programme and a sound
Treasury and receiving more help
from the Commonwealth than any
other West Australian Government.

That is the sort of misleading and uni-
truthful propaganda which has been re-
peated time and time again by members
of the Opposition.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Which Gov-
ernment received more help from the Fed-
eral Government than has yours?

The Hon. L. D. ELLIOTT: Members
opposite have blamed the State Govern-
ment repeatedly for the economic situation
and the unemployment problem which has
existed over the past two years, knowing
full well that the Government wvas blamne-
less,

I would like to quote a few other news-
paper reports and compare them with what
Sir Charles Court said. I would like mem-
bers to keep in mind that he said it was
a false claim that the Problems were not
the fault of the Government. He said
the claim was just a smokescreen for the
Government's failure to keep the State's
economy moving despite having taken over
a virile development programme and a
sound Treasury.

The Sunday Independent newspaper of
the 10th December, 1972, cardied an inter-
esting article which was headed, in big bold
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letters, "Brand Left State Broke". The
article, in part, was as follows--

Official Treasury documents show
that the Brand-Nalder Government
left the State in a financial mess.

An official minute on State finances
dated the day before the 1971 State
election, signed by the Under Treas-
urer and addressed to Sir David
Brand, spoke of "drastic measures"
being needed "if the State's financial
position is not to become unmanage-
able."

In a second report 12 days later to
the incoming Tonkin Government, the
Under Treasurer warned: "If any-
thing, WA is in a worse financial
situation than any other State."

That was 12 days after the Labor Govern-
ment came into office, and before it had
had a chance to implement any of its
policies.

The Hion. J. Heitman:, If the Govern-
ment had examined the previous Budget it
would have known the situation before
the election.

The H-on. W. R. Withers: Does the hon-
curable member consider there is any bias
in that report?

The Hon. L. D. ELLIOTT: As a matter
of fact, the report is quoting a Treasury
document so I think that answers the
question.

In July, 1972, Dr. Alex Kerr, the Asso-
ciate Professor of Economics at the Uni-
versity of Western Australia, analysed the
economic situation in this State in his
monthly analysis In "Economic Activity".
His statement, in part, was as follows-

It has been stressed before in this
journal that the Western Australian
labour market has characteristics that
distinguish it from those in the other
states and that the economic policy
designed to remedy Australia-wide
problems might not be completely ap-
propriate to the problems of one seg-
ment of the national economy. On the
whole, because of these factors the
state economy has felt the current
recession in activity rather more
severely than elsewhere.

Dr. Kerr was not saying that the fault
was that of the State Government; he
presented the true situation. Later, in
January, 1973, Dr. Kerr had the following
to say-

The Western Australian experience
was in most aspects a reflection of the
national fortunes but the pinch was
felt more severely in the West. This
was due probably to two factors in the
main: the fact that the previous boom
conditions reached greater heights in
this state and thus the contrast be-
tween boom and recession was greater,
and the fact that Western Australia,

with its greater dependence on the
overseas trade sector, was hit harder
by the force of international circum-
stances, particularly in the mining in-
dustry.

The Hon. W. R, Withers: What date
was that?

The Hon. L. D. ELLIOTT: January.
1973.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: He does not
mention revaluation by the Australian
Government, does he?

The Hon. D. K. Dans: I think the hion-
ourable member opposite should check his
speech and learn the difference between
revaluation and devaluation.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: I said. "re-
valuation".

The Hon. D, K. Dans: He got it right
this time.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order!
The Hon. L. D. ELLIOTT: Four days

after Sir Charles Court spoke of the
state Government's shortcomings a report
appeared in The West Australian which
was headed, "1100,000 out of work".
However, that figure was not just for
Western Australia; it was for the entire
Commonwealth, so the Labor Government
could not be blamed for that unemploy-
ment figure.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Who tried to
blame the present Government?

The Hon. L. D. ELLIOTT: Against the
background of the serious economic slump,
caused by national and International
events, the Labor Party was called upon to
govern this State.

The Hon. A. P. Griffith: Did the hion-
ourable member say that the Labor Party
was called upon to govern the State?

The Hon. L. D. ELLIOTT: Well, it was
elected by the people.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: It was anxious
to govern.

The Hon. L,. D. EILLIOTT. If the facts
are examined we will find that the Gov-
ernment has performed very creditably.
I have here a document which lists 147
election undertakings which have been
implemented by the State Government
since taking office in February, 1971. des-
pite the slump which occurred. I do not
intend to read them all, but I will refer
to some of the major items.

The Government has established a con-
sumer protection council;, appointed an
ombudsman: introduced effective environ-
mental protection legislation; taken 22
steps towards improving education in this
State; reorganised native welfare and
child welfare into one department; estab-
lished an aboriginal planning authority;
greatly Increased spending on health: in-
troduced incentives to create decentralisa-
tion; and Many other Acts dealing with
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traffic safety, cultural matters, welfare,
transport, rural industries, industrial rela-
tions, local government, town planning,
housing, and so on.

Members of the Opposition would have
people believe that we have done nothing
in the field of Industrial development and
that when the previous Government went
out of office everything in the way of in-
dustrial development stopped.

Despite the adverse conditions under
which this Government has laboured the
Government has, at this moment, more
than $ 1,000,0 00,0 00 -worth of iron ore,
alumina, and nickel projects signed up and
ready to go.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: But my dear
Miss Elliott, they were all in our planning.

The H-on. L. D. ELLIOTT: They were
not: they were initiated by this Govern-
ment.

The Ron. A. F. Griffith: Will the hon-
ourable member tell me of one new pro-
ject?

The Ron. L. D. ELLIOTT: I am about to
do that. Among the major industrial pro-
jects initiated by the Government are the
$20,000,000 expansion of Alcoa's Pinjarra
plant.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Is that new?
The Ron. L. D. EI OTT: The multi-

million dollar Kalgoorlie-Esperance rail-
way standardisation.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: That is not new.
The Hon. L. D. ELLIOTT: The

$87,000,000 expansion of the Muja power
station at Collie.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: That is not new.
The Hon. L. D. ELLIOTT: The

$20,000,000 offshore drilling platform for
Tranefield at Kwinana.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: That Is not new.
The Hon. L. D). ELLIOTT: The

$300,000,000 Pacruinex alumina refinery at
Muchea.

The Hon. A. V. Griffith: That was com-
menced by the Previous Government.

The Hon. L. 1). ELLIOTT: The
$160,000,000 northern mining agreement at
Weld Range.

The lion. A. F. Griffith: That was
planned by the previous Government.

The Hon. L. D. ELLIOTT: The
$l00.000,000 Barrambie ferro-vanadium
project.

The Hon. A. P. Griffith: The honourable
member has not told me of one new pro-
ject.

The Ron. L. D. ELLIOT: Did the pre-
vious. Government sign the agreements
and have them operating?

The Hon. A. P. Griffith: The honourable
member has not told me of one project
which was not commenced In the ternm of
the previous Government.

The Hon. L. D. ELLIOTT: The list
continues-

$10,000,000 A. V. Jennings Eneabba
mineral sands project.

$2,000,000 Allied minerals pilot plant
for a projected $54,000,000 under-
taking.

Multi-million dollar Rhodes Ridge and
Mcamey's Monster iron ore
agreements.

$6,000,000 Redress Nickel-Anaconda
Inc., Conzine Rio Tinto and New
Broken Hill Consolidated Eastern
Goldfields project.

$300,000,000 Alwest Pty. Ltd. and
Dampier Mining alumina refinery
near Collie.

The Hon. G. C. Macsinnon: That
proves the point. You started nothing.

The I-on. L. D. ELLIOTT: The most
outstanding one is the Pilbara concept, for
which a feasibility study is being under-
taken at the moment.

Sitting suspended from 9.45 to 10.08 p.m.
The Hon. L. D. ELLIOTT: One has only

to read the financial columns of the daily
Press to realise that the State is beginning
to experience boom conditions once again,
as Is the nation as a whole. If we look at
the issues of our local newspapers for the
last week we see headlines such as the fol-
lowing-

Record $15.3m, profit for Coles
Figures show the economy is booming

Those were the headlines over articles
Published on the 1st August. Again, on
the 2nd August the following headline
appeared-

Calsil's profit soars to record $939,190
On the 3rd August this headline appeared
in the financial page--

$5.5m. record profit for lend lease
On the following day the following head-
line appeared-

Tomlinson Steel earns record $23 7.329
profit

Two days later, on the 6th August, this
headline appeared over an article on the
financial pages-

Business chiefs in hopeful mood
On the following day this one appeared-

Clark Rubber's profit up 62 p.c.
On the 9th August these headlines were
seen-

$Sm. Goldsworthy boost expected.
W.M.C. dividend up after record
$16.58m. profit

As unemployment Is now rapidly declining
In this State and the economy Is about to
boom again, the Opposition is desperately
looking for issues on which to attack the
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Government. As it can no longer use un-
employment as a political weapon It must
look for some other gimmick.

It would appear that whenever the anti-
Labor parties are devoid of constructive
argument or policies they resort to smear
tactics. How well we recall the successful
smear campaign conducted by Sir Robert
Menzies when he introduced the commun-
1st bogey against the Labor Party In the
1950s and in the 1960s. Then we had the
rubbish about the 36 faceless men in 1963.
Now we hear the Liberal and Country
Party members making speeches and state-
ments liberally sprinkled with comments on
socialistic philosophy, socialistic republics,
socialistic objectives, and so on.

Before we start becoming too hysterical
about socialism, T think It would be wise to
consider what socialism is all about.
Collier's Encyclopedia defines socialism
as-

An economic and social order under
which essential industries and social
services are publicly and co-operatively
owned and democratically controlled
with a view to equal opportunity to all.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Is not that
what Whitlamn defines it as In his book,
Labor and the Constitution?

The Hon. L. D. ELLIOTT: Has the ban-
ourable member finished?

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: No. I
could go on for another couple of hours.

The Hon. L. D. ELLIOTT: The honour-
able member will have an opportunity to
make his own speech at a later stage. Some
examples of socialism in this country would
be-

Commonwealth Bank of Australia
T.A.A.
State Government Insurance Office
State Electricity Commission
Postmaster-General's Department
Social welfare payments

I would also point out that the orderly
marketing of primary products is a form
of socialism. This Is to mention only a few
examples.

In the seven months the Federal Labor
Government has been in office it has
either implemented or set in train some-
thing like 75 per cent, of the promises it
made at the last election. I will refer to
some of the matters it told the people it
would introduce, and I challenge any
member of the Opposition to say they are
not in the best interests of the People of
this country as a whole. Within 10 days
of taking office the Federal Labor Govern-
ment appointed an interim committee for
the Australian Schools Commission. That
committee brought down a very detailed
and fine report in May of this year. It
was known as the Karmel report and,
with the exception of only a minor one.
every one of that committee's recommen-
dations has been adopted by the Federal
Government.

The Hon. G. C. MvacKinnon: That does
not make it good.

The Han. L. D. ELLIOTT: It will be
good for the children of this country.

The Hon. 0. C.MaeKinnon: Particularly
not good in Western Australia.

The Hon. L. fl. ELLIOTT: It will be
particularly good for the underprivileged
children who were getting a raw deal under
the forme-r Federal Liberal Government.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: There are
many underprivileged children in my area
who will suffer under it.

The Hon. L. D. ELLIOTT: As a result
of the Federal Government adopting
the comprehensive recommendations in
this committee's report, it has agreed to
make emergency education grants to the
States, over the next two years, of
$660,000,000. in addition to its existing
commitments in the field of education, Do
not tell me that will not benefit the child-
ren of this country.

The Federal Minister for Education (Mr.
Beazley) expressed the education philoso-
phy of the Australian Labor Party very
well when he addressed the recent Federal
Conference of the Australian Labor Party
as follows-

The task of this government is to give
aid to the needy; space to the crowded,
guidance to the unled, opportunity to
those who neither know the term nor
its meaning, hope to the handicapped
and equality to the unequal.
Above all we must give every child the
chance to reach his full potential, un-
fettered by Parental poverty cr in-
difference-free from the Prison of
an environment which stunts Inquisi-
tiveness and experience. We must
break the barriers of indifferent
teaching, authority apathy and plan-
ning systems which consider that
children are mnanilla folders or num-
bers on a form. They are human
beings and every one is precious.

That is the kind of socialism embraced by
the Australian Labor Party.

The Hon, W. R. Withers: Hut will it be
put into practice?

The Hon. D. K. Dans: I can assure you
that before three years are up we will
have the finest social welfare State in the
world.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: God help
us!

The Hon. L. D. ELLIOTT: Another field
in which the Federal Government has
shown its concern Is that of our mineral
resources. Prior to the present Federal
Government coming into office, the mining
companies in Australia were granted More
freedom than in practically any other
country in the world. The Federal Liberals
did not have a national minerals and
energy policy. When the present Federal
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Government came Into office it found
there was not even an up-to-date In-
ventory of the country's mineral resources,

The latest figures obtainable from the
Bureau of Census and Statistics were for
1968, and this was in 1972. However, after
making a number of inquiries and investi-
gations what did the new Federal Govern-
ment find? It found that 62 per cent. of the
country's mineral resources was foreign-
owned or controlled and over 70 per cent.
of the country's crude oil and natural gas
was in foreign hands. The new Federal
Government is determined that this per-
centage will not rise.

Because of the lack of any comprehen-
sive policy on the part of the former Gov-
ernment, some shocking things occurred in
the mineral area. As a result of no control,
not only were companies competing with
each other, but so were the States which
were being played oft against each other by
foreign businessmen. Because of the new
export controls imposed by the Federal
Government the export of mineral re-
sources will be allowed only when they
are sold at full world market prices. This
policy has already resulted in an increase
in the price being paid for Queensland
coal which, thanks to the Ejelke-Petersen
Government and the former Federal Gov-
ernment, was being sold overseas at below
world parity, despite the fact that the coal
is of a standard equal to any in the -world.

The new Federal Government negotiated
with the Japanese companies for increased
pr-ices for iron ore as a result of the effects
of the United States dollar devaluation.
The Japanese steel mills do not negotiate
independently. They pool their buying re-
quirements and state their quotas to the
Nippon Steel Corporation which acts as a
buyer on their behalf-and this Is with
the backing of the Japanese Government.

In the field of housing the Labor Federal
Government is in the process of negotiat-
ing new agreements with the States which
will result in more funds being available
for housing and also at lower interest
rates. That Government has already
repealed section 66 of the Cemmonwealth
B3anks Act which imposed a limit of 90
per cent. of the cost of a house, or a $9,000
loan for home builders. This means that
now no statutory limit is imposed on bet-
rcwing from the Commonwealth Bank.

It has also created a national housing
standards task force to draw up a uniform
building code for Australia which, when
ultimately adopted, will result in savings
of UP to $1,000 on each home.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: A good
socialistic principle--everyone has to be
the same.

The Hon. L. D. ELLIOTT: Socialism or
riot, surely it cannot be denied that this
will result in benefits to the home builders
if +hp rnilntru9

The H-on. 0. C. MacKinnon: Of course
it can be denied. Why not have variations
if they are wanted?

The Hon. L~. D). ELLIO : In the field
of foreign affairs the State and Federal
Liberals have been critical of the Prime
Minister (Mr. Whitlani) over the Govern-
ment's foreign policy, However, this Is
what the Chairman of the United States
Senate Foreign Relations Committee (Sen-
ator Fullbrlght) thought about it when
interviewed during the Prime Minister's
recent visit to that country-

The subservient defence policies of
previous Australian governments had
done the U.S. no service, the chairman
of the U.S. Senate Foreign Relations
Commnittee, Senator William Pull-
bright, said yesterday. He praised the
Prime Minister, Mr. Whitlam, as a
refreshing and frank man and said
his foreign policy was one to be ap-
proved of..

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: You are
a funny group. One minute you are knock-
ing the United States, and the next you
are setting up one of its senators as a
fine orator.

The Ron. L. D. ELLIOTT: We do not
knock the people of the United States, but
we do not believe in going along-

The Hon. D. K. Dana: All the way with
L.B.J.

The Hon. G. C. Mac'Kinnon: In other
words, you accept those who say something
nice about you.

The Hon. L. D.~ ELLIOTT: May I make
this speech please, Mr. Deputy President?

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order!
The Hon. L.. D. ELLIOTT: We do not

intend to follow blindly the insane policies
of any Administration.

The Hon, G. C. MacKinnon: But you are
following what Senator Fulibright says.

The Hon. D). K. Dans: You are not sug-
gesting he is insane, are you?

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon' Why do you
suggest that, Mr. Dana?

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order,
please!

The Hon. L. D. ELLIOTT: Alan Ramsay,
the journalist who wrote ,the article,
dcseribcd 17r. Whitlam's performance as
masterly in both style and substance. He
said-

It must be considered the most
successful, most impressive first visit
ever made to the U.S. by an Australian
leader.

The Hon. D. J. Wordsworth: Why not
quote what Mr. Heath said?

The Hon. L. D. ELLIOTT: He would not
agree because he is a Conservative. Can
anyone honestly say that the steps taken
by the Federal Government have not been
in thp i-nt.PrP~ftz ^i Aivatraianaa a mnn
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The Hon. G, C. MacKinnon: Yes.
The lion. D. J. Wordsworth: Yes.
The Hon, W. R. Withers: Yes.

T'e I-on. L4. D3. ELLIOTIT: Call it en-
tralism, socialism, or whatever we like, we
now have a dynamic Federal Government
withch is prepared to research, plan, and
implement progressive, worth-while
policies. The State Labor Government has
already shown that, given the opportunity,
it, too, is capable of running this State
as it shcuid be run.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: What do you
mean by "given the opportunity"?

The Hon. L4. D. ELLIOTT: It has not
bzen givcn the opportunity in the last two
'Years bpcause of the economic recession
which was not of its own making.

The H~on. 0. C. MacKinnon: According
to Mr. Tonkin, State Labor Governments
are finishrpd,

The Hon. L. D3. ELLIOTT: I hope that
the Government will be given this oppor-
tunity by the passing of this Bill.

THE HON. W. R. WITHERS (North)
(10.24 p.m.1: I could give many reasons
why I should oppose this Bill, but I will
limit my speech to three issues which are
parochial but which could be extended
past the parochial. They are the disability
of isolated students, the policy of State
housing design and construction In remote
areas, and the State and Federal policies
concerning the housing and training of
disadvantaged people.

I will commence by dealing with the iso-
lated students. Memwbers have heard mue
speak before in thr. House about the disa-
bilities of students In remote areas and
they have heard me speaking on the
motion to reinstate the State boarding-
away- fromn-home allowances, and also on
my urgency motion in May of this year,
so I wvill not bore thenm with nll the details
I dealt with in those debates, but will
appeal for the reinstatement of the State
allowances in the next Budget because
they arc needed now even more than they
were 'n May when I moved the urgency
motion. The reason is that the Federal
Government, through the IKarmel report,
has indicated it wvill cancel the per capita
grants to some private schools and will
decrease the grants to others.

I would like to point out how little the
Federal Government knows when it can
cancel per capita grants to schools which
are attended in some cases by students
who have no other alternative. We are
told that these schools are wealthy and
that the children attending them are the
sons and daughters of the wealthy or
silvertails of our society.

The Hon. D. K. Dens: Who said that?
The Hon. W, R. WITHERS: This Is the

implication ria'ht throughout the policies
of the Labor Government.

The Hon. D3. K. Dans: This is what the
Commonwealth Schools Commission said?

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: Not in those
words, What it said was that some schools
are wealthy, but I can assure members
that the schools are not wealthy. For
those who may wonder what the attend-
ants have carried into the Chamber, I will
explain it at a later stage in my spelech.
It is a building model I will use.

I consider the attitude of the Federal
Government in giving notice of its inten-
tion to refuse per cap~ta grants to private
schools is absolutely ridiculous.

The Hon. D. K. Dens: Have you read
the Karmel report?

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: Not com-
pletely, but I intend to do so when I get
the time.

In the House today I asked certain
Questions concerning the number of child-
ren who may have to leave the private
schools because of the hardships exper-
ienced by their parents. Apparently the
Government has no idea of the implica-
tions of the cancellation or reduction of
the per capita grants and is not endeav-
outing to find out; because the answers to
my questions indicate that it is not pos-
sible to make an assessment of the num-
ber of children who might leave the pri-
vate schools to go to hostels. I was told
that the statistics relating to boarders at
non-Governme nt schools are not main-
tained at the Education Department. 01
course not. However. one would think
that the Education Department, through
the Minister, would approach the private
schools to ascertain how many of the
students in the remote areas attend the
schools.

It can also be seen from the questions J
asked today that very little accommoda-
tion is available in Government hostels or
at the Church of England hostel, Swan-
leigh. in fact no accommodation is
available at Swanleigh, and at Port Hed-
land no accommodation is available fox
boys and only 10 vacancies exist for girls.
At Geraldton there are only four vacancies
for girls and 12 for boys. If even 50 pex
cent. of the isolated students leave the
class A and class B schools, it is evident
that no accommodation would be available
for them. However, I cannot say, and
neither can the Minister, because his de-
partment has not obtained information.
It has no idea and it has no intention ol
finding out.

These short-sighted attitudes and the
demonstration of lack of knowledge muii
shock even some of the members of the
Australian Labor Party. 1 am sure thai
some Labor members in this House arE
shocked by some of the things which have
been done or are proposed by the Federa'
Government and rubber stamped by th(
Cabinet of the Government in this State.
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The Hon. R. Thompson:- Can you answer
one question for my information? How
much was paid in 1972 by both the Com-
monwealth and State to the children about
whom you are talking and how much do
they receive now?

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: I suggest
that the Minister should give notice of his
question and he should put it on the notice
paper.

The Hon. R. Thompson: I am just
wondering whether you know.

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: I wish I
had a head like a computer but, unfortun-
ately, I do not. I am a relatively simple
man representing relatively simple people.
I will be drawn by the Minister's inter-
jection and indicate broadly that the
amount paid by the State to isolated stu-
dents this year is nowhere near as much as
was paid by the previous Government, even
allowing for inflation.

The Hon. R. Thompson: What Is the
figure?

The Hon. W. R,. WITHERS: The figure
used to be $312 for fourth and fifth year
students. At the moment it is zero. Does
that answer the question?

The Hon. U. Thompson: How much Is
paid by the Commonwealth?

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Mr. Withers
should ask the Minister whether he knows
what the figure is.

The Hon. R. Thompson: I do.
The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Then why is

the minister asking Mr. Withers?
The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: It appears

that some members In this House think I
am playing politics.

The Non. D. X. Dans: If you are not,
you are not earning your money.

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: I am not.
This is not a game we are playing, as
some people think; it is an extremely ser-
ious matter. Judgment expressed in the
Parliament by men and women elected by
the people of this State enables us to
change the mistakes of man and to bring
forward new rules and laws to meet the
requirements of the day so that people are
represented in the way they should be
represented.

What do we find at the momnent? We
find bodies like the Trades and Labor
Council saying what it will do if mem-
bers of Parliament do niot do as it says.
To me that is frightening.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: Do you not think
they were saying that for the 23 years
when there was a Federal Liberal Govern-
ment?

The Hon. W. R. WITHERVS: I do not
know of any group which has forced and
threatened the Liberal Party as the T.L.C.
has done to the Labor Party.

The Hon. D. K. Dens: I do not know of
any threats which have been successful.

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: I would like
to know how many sincere unionists really
go along with what the T.L.C. is doing.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: Not too many.
The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: Yes, not too

many. I have faith in Australians and I
do not think too many realise what the
Trades and Labor Council is doing to them
and how it Is using Its funds. How many
sincere unionists realise this? The union
system is one of which we should be proud.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: What unions are
you referring to? Are you referring to the
militant ones, the left-wing ones, the
socialist ones, or the grey ones?

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: Mr. Dants
has split them into those groups; I have
not.

The Hon. D. K, Dans: I have only heard
these divisions from Opposition members.

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: If it were
possible I would like to find out how
many sincere unionists go along with the
smut and lies in the T.L.C. Publication,
The New Deal. I certainly do not think
the majority of unionists would go along
with that. I think this has been organised
by a small minority in the T.L.C.-not by
the majority. To me that is not demo-
cra tie.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: That is the
newspaper which says I am a big property
owner and I do not even own a house.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: It said I was a
farmer but I have not been one for 25
years.

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: I think The
New Deal is a smutty publication. In it I
saw a bare buttocks raised in the air and a
cartoon character pointing at it and say-
ing, "This is a bum deal, folks." What
sort of humour is that?

The Hon. S. J. Dellar: YOU read Ribald,
don't you?

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS:, Today I
actually read a page of Ribald. I passed
it on to you, Mr. Deputy President, and
hence the question on pornography to the
Leader of the House of which I gave notice
today. I did not buy a copy of Ribald.

The Hon. S. J. Dellar: I take that back.
The Hon. A. F. Griffith: The New Deal

is not quite as good as Ribald, but give It
a chance!

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: I am sug-
gesting that the Trades and Labor Council
is endeavouring to destroy the system
which has given us stability and the means
to meet the needs of the people of today
by bringing laws up to date. I cannot go
along with the way in which the T.L.C. is
handling this and I think it has forgotten
what a democratic system is all about. I
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think I have dealt sufficiently with the
T.L.C., its approaches, and intimidation of
members of Parliament.

I now wish to deal with the old-
fashioned thinking which exists within the
State Housing Commission.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: Old-fashioned,
did you say?

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: Members
have heard me express my views on this
subject previously when I have criticised
the State Housing Commission and said
how far it is behind the times. I men-
tioned this to a group in South Hedland
at a public meeting a few months ago.
I think it would be quicker for me to read
a quote from the transcript of that
speech. My reason for reading it is that
I was criticised in the Press for making
the speech. In fact, I was criticised by
both the Manager of the State Housing
Commission and by the Minister.

I was satber interested to hear Mr.
Olive Griffiths' comments about the power
of the Manager of the State Housing Com-
mission. Both the manager of the com-
mission and the Minister have criticised
mue, as I have said, and their criticism
appeared in the northern supplement. The
manager's criticism appeared under a,
headline on page 1 while the Minister's
appeared on page 4. 1 will now quote
from the transcript of the speech I
made in the Pilbara at the meeting of the
Good Neighbour Council. I said-

You only have to look at South Red-
land, have a look at the Radbourne
system of housing, or the Moroccan
system of housing. Ask yourself
"Would this standard be allowed to be
built in the metropolitan area?" and
I can tell you it would not be. I con-
sider it to be a disgrace. We find men
in government departments, well-
intentioned, and possibly well-inform-
ed in the city, but not for the north,
projecting ideas on paper for the
building of houses in the north, using
materials that are totally inadequate
and out of date.

You find they are still using-when
I say 'they' I mean Government De-
partments, in particular the State
Housing Commission-are using build-
ing materials such as fibro and cor-
rugated iron instead of materials like
aluminium. Possibly the thinking in
the city is that aluminium is an ex-
pensive material, and It is, compared
to fibre and iron in the city-

I interpolate to say I was referring to
roofing only. To continue-

-but if you put the cost on a pile-
graph and you take into account the
freight into this area, the insurance
into this area and the lesser number
of timbers that you have to use

in the roof for aluminium, you find
that aluminium becomes the cheaper
material.

Later on I said-
So you see these are just a few of the
things. The designs are wrong, they
are not meant for the north as you
would say and, strangely enough, they
are not meant for the city either. They
are a bastard ised dream on a piece of
paper by some gentleman in the city
who has not experienced northern
living. So I think it is very essential
that we start to get regional control
and also regional planning to allow
people, officers, up here to say what
should be going on up here because
they live here permanently. I do not
wish to reflect on any government offi-
cers here, quite often they come under
criticism when in fact they are not
controlled by their own office here,
they are controlled from their office
in Perth.

In the very next issue of The West Aus-
tralian which contained a northern Sup-
plement I found the heading on page 1.
"SHC defends home designs". I will not
read the whole of the article but only a
few small sections. It says--

Last week's criticism of housing de-
signs in the North has brought a sharp
reply from the general manager of the
State Housing Commission. Mr. R. B.
MacKenzie.

The statement by M.L.C. Mr. W.
Withers (Lib.. North) that the designs
would not be allowed In the city and
were obsolete was incorrect, he said.

S.H.C. homes were designed from
comprehensive information and re-
search available from the C.S.I.R.O.
building research station.

it is rather interesting that the C.S.I.R.O.
building research station is established In
Sydney of New South Wales which, as we
well know, is not in the tropics. The next
part is quite interesting and says--

Present housing types had evolved
since work started in the early 1950s
at Carnarvon and moved north.

I do not know quite what is meanit by
"evolved". I should know because I had
assumed that by "evolved" it was meant
that designs had improved but I think the
reference probably was to the amount of
time reqiuired to build a house. It goes
on to say-

"I hope critics are aware that there
is a limit to the subsidy available for
already a heavy burden lies on the
rest of the State with the southern
residents subsidi sing the northern
housing," Mr. MacKenzie said.

Later I will show how far the State
Housing Commission is behind In its think-
ing because it is paying far too much for
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the houses in the north and is paying
high prices for lower quality materials. I
will prove this shortly. Mr. MacKenzie
goes on to say-

Criticism of materials used by the
commission was not well based and
there were no satisfactory economic
substitutes in the North to replace
them, Mr. Maecienzle said.

Of course there are no satisfactory sub-
stitutes in the north. The products are
manufactured in the cities and must be
taken to the north. Mr. MacKenzie does
not seem to be able to understand that.

The Hon. J. L. Hunt: What about the
materials used at Balgo Hill?

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: I am refer-
ring to building materials, such as roofing
and the like; I will mention brick and
stone later.

On page 4 1 am accused of using the
sfminar as a political platform. This ao-
cusation is made in a letter written by
Mr. Bickerton. who is the Minister in
charge of the State Housing Commission
and also the member for Pilbara. He
should know better. Mr. Bickerton criti-
cised me and I was absolutely stunned by
his remarks. He was wrong in every point
on which he criticised me. In fact, he does
not know what is going on in the north.
le has not appreciated what the people
have experienced and apparently does not
think that anybody, other than himself,
can represent the people in the area. He
accuses me by saying-

Mr. Withers's lengthy handouts sug-
gested he was the only seminar
speaker instead of one of many.

I do not know where he obtained that
information. Nothing appeared in the
Press to give him this idea-it was just an
assumption of his. On that point he was
Incorrect. The next point is as follows-

Among his suggestions was one that
the north of W.A. should secede fromn
the rest of the State-a sort of
American civil war in reverse.

He is again incorrect; I did not suggest
that at all. I said it would be a great pity
if the people of the north had to look at
secessijon as a means of protection; that It
would be disastrous for the State if they
had to do this. Once again Mr. Bickerton
is incorrect. Again he says--

it was apparently that sort of a
week for Mr. Withers, who had earlier
uncovered a sinister Plot whereby the
evil men of the East were trying to
inflame the northern Aborigines
against the Police, using a boab nut
as their message stick.

If we go hack through the Press cuttings
we flind that I rang the Minister for Com-
munity welfare on a Sunday and asked
!r2 what was meant by "$1,000,000 for

I.P.W.A.' and whether he knew of any

organisation of this name. We discussed
the matter over the phone and I described
the carvings on the boab nut to Mr.
Thompson. He asked to see the boab nut
so that he could have it investigated, fol-
lowing which the initial statement in the
Press was made by himn. He had been in-
terviewed over the telephone. Once again
Mr. Bickerton was wrong.

The Hon. R. Thompson: It was oni TV
before I received the nut,

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: I rang the
Minister before it was on TV.

The Hon. R. Thompson: Before anty-
thing appeared in the Press I believe It
was on TV. That was on the Monday
ntight and I received the boab nut on the
Tuesday.

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS:, The Min-
ister's comments were quoted in the Press.
Mr. Bickzrton goes on to say-

Of greater interest to northern
i'eo::e would have been Mr. Wither's
explanation of why he supported the
Or7positlon stand against the Govern-
ment's improved long service Bill. If
this had been passed it would have
given a worker 13 weeks long service
leave after ten years instead of the
present 15 years.

My understanding of that situation is that
the Bill went to the Assembly after it was
amended in this House. I think I am
correct in saying that.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: You are abso-
lutely correct of course.

The Hun. W. R. WITHERS: Once again
Mr. Bickerton is wrong. In fact, he Is
wvrong thoughout the Press release. 'He
goes on to say-

But in voting against the Govern-
ment's Excess Price Prevention Bill he
and his Opposition colleagues--

He is referring to me and my colleague-
-made it impossible to establish
machinery for Inquiries Into prices
and costs.

Does he not know, as a member of Cabinet,
that we have a Minister for Consumer
Protetion? Has this portfolio disappeared?
Possibly one of the members can tell me
whether it has disappeared because if it
has not Mr. Bickerton is wrong again. Hle
then goes on to say-

The Opposition's answer was that
prices were not excessive because of
keen competition and if they were
the solution was to freeze wages.

That is incorrect again. Which Opposition
member said that? No Opposition member
said it-this Is a complete dreamn. Mr.
Bickerton had It in his mind and he had
the hide to release it to the Press. He
then goes on to say-

Mr. Withers's housing criticism was
equally invalid because the State
Housing Commission In the North is
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putting into effect policy, designs, and
techniques which flowed from town
planning and town development
schemes implemented in the Brand
Government's regime, and about which
Mr. Withers was curiously silent at
the time.

So the Minister has already admitted he is
24 years behind. He says that I was cur-
iously silent. At that time I was not even
in Parliament, but I was certainly not
silent.

The Hon. J. Dolor: That is the under-
statement of the year.

The Hon. W. R. WITHlERS: Seven years
ago I attended a meeting with representa-
tives of the State Housing Commission. I
said that they were behind with building
designs and materials. This was seven
years ago and I told the full commission
that it could save money on the houses it
-was building in the north. My comments
were not merely theoretical because I had
erected three buildings in the north myself,
as I- told members earlier. I knew which
materials had proved to be the best and
the most economical for houses in the
north, and these were not being used by
the State Housing Commission.

I have shown that these two criticisms
of me in the Press are incorrect. I would
say the report was prepared by people who
have proved to be incompetent because
they were so wrong.

Some of the people who attended that
meeting defended me. Mr. Bickerton's
Press release appeared on the 11th July,
and in the next edition of The West Aus-
tralian, the following letter appeared-

Group Defends A Guest Speaker
Bir,-As interested observers to a

Good Neighbour Council seminar at
Pert Hedland recently, we were
amazed at the accusation by M.L.A.
Mr. Bickerton about Mr. Withers's use
of the conference as a political plat-
form for his ideas.

I will not bore members with the parts of
the letter which wrap flowers around my
neck.

The Hon. S. J. Dellar: That was a good
lz-tter.

The Ron. W. R. WITHERS: Further on,
the letter continues--

It wias obvious to anyone who was
at the conference that Mr. Withers
had merely absorbed the frustrations
expericnced by people living in the
North-West.

We could argue with several of the
red herrings Mr. Bickerton drew across
the path in his letter, but we are
primarily concerned with correcting
the impression that Mr. Withers used
the seminar as a political vehicle for
his ideas.

Of course I agree with the people whe
wrote the letter-I did not use it as E
political platform.

The Hon, ft. Thompson: Who wrotA
that letter? The Secretary of the Libera
Party in Port Hedland?

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: No, he dic
not. I know one person who signed thE
letter is a member of the Liberal Part:)
but it is also signed by other people such
as a local surgeon, the principal of thn
South Hedland Senior High School, anc
others--including a Miss Stubbs.

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: What a won-
derful name!

The Hon. R. Thompson: No relation.
The Hon. W. H. WITHERS: After the

Minister read that letter he flew up tc
Port Hedland and called a meeting ol
people to find out just whet they needed
He had discovered that the people were
not agreeing with his comments. I sup-
pose that, as the Minister, he endeavoured
to defend his department when it was
criticised. In panic he extended an invita-
tion to a member of the group who hap-
pened to be a captain in the Salvation
Army-a fine man (Captain Perry). The
Minister said, "If you are going to criticise
the State Housing Commission you can
come down to Perth and show us how to
build houses in the north." What a re-
sponsible invitation! I believe it may be
taken up because it just so happens--al-
though the Minister did not know this-
Captain Perry has been trained in civil
engineering and engineering structures. So
he could be of some help to the commis-
sion. However, I do wonder whether that
was a responsible invitation by the Minis-
ter.

Let us look at what Mr. MacKenzie said
about my criticism of the materials used
in remote areas. The commission uses tim-
ber, corrugated iron, and fibrocement.
These are all heavy materials, and their
cost is high in the north compared with
that of some other materials. We know
that the timber industry needs protec-
tion and it has almost become a soclo-econ-
ornie problem. But for what reason other
than protection would the State Housing
Commission use materials which are not as
good as cheaper materials?

Let us look at timber. It is prone to
destruction by termites and also rot. It is
expensive and the freight factor must be
taken into account in the north. it is un-
stable and inflammable. Let us look at an
alternative method of building.

The Hon. ft. Thompson: The two people
sitting either side of you will not agree
with that.

The Mon. W. R, WITHERS: I can hear
them gnashing their teeth. However, I
represent the people in the North Province
and I will not stand here and let them
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subsidise the Uimber industry in the south
when they are paying about 110 to 160 per
cent. more for housing than are the people
in Perth. The State Housing Commission
is building three-bedroom. fibrocement
houses for $19,600 in the north. I would
not be a responsible member of Parliament,
let alone a responsible member for the
North Province-

The Hon. D. K. Dans: Do you agree we
should use concrete sleepers in the rail-
ways?

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS; That is
not the argument. Let us deal with hous-
ing first of all.

The Hon, D. K. Dans: I ain only think-
ing of the timber industry.

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: Upon request
I have been given a model of a house by
the Alcoa company. This model has a
framework of aluminiumn in place of tim-
ber. I would like to point out that alu-
minium is stronger than timber under
wind stress, and it Is cheaper than timber
in the city. It is much lighter than timber
and therefore the freight is much less.

It costs about half as much to erect a
house in the north with an aluminium
frame as it does with timber. I would
like to explain this to members and per-
haps we could imagine a 20-foot wall.
Most members can visualise a 20-foot
frame wall with an eight-foot frame
ceiling.

The Hon. S. J. Dellar: This would be
the same as the houses we saw under
construction at Pinjarra.

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: I did not
go on the Pinjarra trip, but probably it
is much the same. Aluminiumn framework
is now being used in Port Hedland by the
Commonwealth Bank. Carnarvon was the
first northern town to use this type of
canstruction.

A wall 20 ft. x 8 ft., constructed of
jarrah, grade A green gauged 4 in. x 2 in.
costs $0.216 per linear foot. A lower grade
jarrab, green gauged 4 in. x 2 in. costs
$0.198 per linear foot; while an aluminiumn
framework four inches wide costs $0.191 per
linear foot. This indicates that aluminium
is cheaper than timber, even in Perth.

The weight of the framework is very
important to the people in the north as
it would be to anyone who has to pay
freight on building materials. Timber
framework weighs nine times as much as
aluminium framework, and that is the
erected framework. Members will be aware
that it may be 10 times heavier or even
more when the offouts of the timber are
taken into account. It is not possible to
cut the timber in Perth and expect it to
be the correct length in the tropics. How-
ever, this can be accomplished with alu-
minium because it is a stable material.

As I mentioned earlier, the construction
time is reduced by one half, and again the
weight plays a very important part. As
members are awa]re, we have a very high
fatigue factor in the tropics, and with the
aluminiumn framework the builders are
lifting rolled beams which only weigh a
matter of pounds, and in some cases
ounces. The workers do not become
fatigued as quickly as when erecting tim-
ber frames.

it has been found that the screw con-
struction used with alum'inium frames is
much quicker and stronger than the nails
and spikes used with jarrab.

I would like now to speak about alu-
minium roofing- in comparison with fibro-
cemnent roofing. I told members before
that I have erected three buildings using
aluminiumi roofing because it is8 the
cheapest and best material. We can do
away with s&salisaticn because aluminium
roofing is itself a reflecting insulator.
Less roo-fn framework is necessary when
an aluminium roof is used. Again the
weight factor is important. Fibrocement
sheeting for a normal State Housing Comn-
mission home weighs in the vicinity of 2.4
tons. Aluminium sheeting to cover the
area weighs only 900 lb. So the weight
factor here is 5.3 to one-s nether freight-
saver.

The State Housing Commission and
other experts have said that aluminium.
roofing may not be good in cyclonic areas
because of the possibiity of tbe rooflng
tearing in high winds. That is rubbish.
Private enterprise used aluminium. to roof
a whole town-Dampier. Members are
aviate that Dampier is in a cycionic area.
Aluminiumn roofing has also been used for
a long time in Broome and it has proved
to be a better and cheaper material than
flhrocement and iron.

Windows and doors are manufactured in
aluminium. and once again are better
products than windows and doors made in
timber. Timber is unstable in tropical
areas. It twists and warps and creates
many Problems with windows and doors.

I am pointing out that Mr. MacKenzie is
wirong when he says building materials
betier than those he is using at the
momientl are not available.

I would like also to refer briefly to brick
and stone. Some manufacturers in tbe
north are producing bricks now in a man-
ner much more economical than they have
in the past. If the commission or any
other body is considering the construction
of a high durability wall, I believe it should
be looking at brick or stone as a possible
alternative. I would now like to pose a
question to the Leader of the House. He
is not listening now, but probably he will
read It in Mansard. Who draws up the
specifications to use outdated materials
at high cost to the northern people and
also to the taxpayers?
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The Hon. F. D. Willmott: You are not
getting much response.

The Hon. W. Rt. WITHERS: Do you
think I should wait a while, Mr. Deputy
President?

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order,
please.

The Hon. W. Rt. WITHERS:. I will repeat
my question for the benefit of the Leader
of the House. Firstly, who draws up the
specifications to use outdated materials at
high cost to the northern people and also
to the taxpayers? Secondly, will the
various departments refute what I have
said; and, if so, will they face a panel of
the producers and manufacturers of the
products I have mentioned? I will await
the Minister's reply, just as I am sure
-will the Interested parties await it, be-
cause I cannot see how any Government
department should be allowed to use ma-
terials which are inferior to, and yet
cost more than, much better materials on
the market.

Now I will refer to a policy which is
going to create racial tensions the like of
which we have never seen in the State,
I am going to refer to theoretical Policies
put forward by the Federal Government
and rubber-stamped and agreed to by the
state: and apparently implemented by the
State Housing Commission. They are
apartheid policies which are meant to be
a solution to the Aboriginal problem.
Those are dangerous words.

The Hon. R. Thompson: They are also
irresponsible words.

The Hon, W. R. WITHERS: I will not
agree with that.

The Hon. Rt. Thompson: Very irrespon-
sible.

The Hon. W. Rt. WITHERS: They are
not irresponsible words. Was the Minister
talking when I was speaking?

The Hon. R. Thompson: No, I heard
what You said.

The Hon. W. Rt. WITHERS: The Min-
ister was not listening properly because
obviously he has misconstrued what I said.

The Hon. R. Thompson: I heard every
word.

The Hon. W. R, WITHERS: I will re-
peat it for the benefit of the Minister.
The policies of the Federal Government,
agreed to by the State Government and
imnlemented by the State Housing Com-
mission, are apartheid policies which
were meant to solve the Aboriginal prob-
P2m, and not that of disadvantaged people.

The Hon. Rt. Thompson: You have had
one day's experience with Aborigines, and
you have lived it over for the past 10 years.

The I-on. W. Rt. WITHERS: That is a
completely irresponsible remark. It is a
silly thing to say, but I know the Minister

gets pretty upset about matters pertair
ing to his portfolios, so I will forgive hli
for saying it.

The Hon. Rt. Thompson: Never I orgth
me for anything I say to you.

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: I am goir
to refer to the Policies of the State Hou:
ing Commission in regard to buildir
homes for Aboriginal people. What th
Government has agreed to do and is doin
is the wrong thing to do for the Aboriginm
people. To explain the situation briefi:
the Federal Government told the Stal
Government that the State must spen
$4,000,000 on Aboriginal housir
between January, 1973 and the 1st Jul,
1973. The State Government was coir
tuitted to do this. We find that the Mini,
ter admitted this in his replies to questior
I asked in the House last Tuesday.

We find that the State Housing Corri
mission, as a result of Federal and Stat
Government Policy, has agreed to buil
houses for Aboriginal people-in its wore
-"'sprinkled throughout the weft an
warp of the community". For those wb
are not familiar with the term "weft an
warp" used by the State Housing Coin
mission, I explain that it refers to tt
vertical and horizontal lines or threads i
cloth; so the implication is that the Abc
riginal people will be sprinkled throughoL
the community.

This would be fair enough if the Abc
riginal people, and their neighbours, woul
not be embarrassed: but in this case it
proposed to take untrained Aborigines an
piace them in houses, where their neigh
bours will eventually put social pressures o
them. This will be embarrassing not oil
to the Aboriginal families, but to th
neighbours. On the one hand we find th
State and Federal policy says that thes
people are equal to others; and so the
should be. They should be trained to b
equal in a social sense, and equal in thei
knowledge of hygiene, community life an
of then standard we know. But on th
other hand, the State Housing Commis
sion realises they are not equal. Tb
commission must assume this because
is lining their houses with iron.

The Hon. R. Thompson: There ar
plenty of white people whose houses shoul,
be lined with iron. too.

The Mon. W. ft. WITHERS: I woul
agree with the Minister. I will quote letter
regarding specific points I wish to mek
about the answers given to my question,
last Tuesday. However, I wish to refe
now to a paper issued by the Nations
Aboriginal Day Observance Committee.
quote as follows-

in more recent years, there appea
to have been two significant forces a
work concurrently. On one hand then
is a growing appreciationl of the dis.
tinctive qualities of Aboriginal culture
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thought and problems of life. It could
well be that the Aboriginal culture and
value system may be instrumental In
remnoulding the fabric of modemn Aus-
tralian society into a more unique
and culturally satisfying mode of
existence for all Australians.

On the other hand, however, there
seems to be a surfacing of old and new
tensions between Aboriginals and
other Australians. We should work
together to compose the major
troubles between Aboriginal and other
Australians. in this process, the guid-
ing concept should be mutual respect
and understanding: that an offer of
friendship and trust will bring friend-
ship and trust in return. The ap-
preciation of differences is crucial to
improve race relations in this country.
The price of failure could well be
mutually destructive racial conflict.

The Federal Government, rubber stamped
by the State Government. has totally
ignored this. Some clot sitting at a desk
In Canberra probably thinks he has done
the right thing; but by God he has not!
His action will be completely destructive
to groups and communities.

The Hon. R. Thompson: Everybody is a
clot, a nut, or Is incompetent.

The Hon. W. HR. WITHERS: The Min-
ister may think that, but I do not. I think
there are many competent people around.

The Hon. R. Thompson: Come up with
something constructive. What are your
Ideas? What Is the solution to the prob-
lem?

The Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs: Do we get
penalty rates for listening to you?

The H-on. R. Thompson: We deserve it.
The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: I do not

know about that; I have never had to
work under penalty rates.

The Hon. R. Thompson: Tell us some-
thing constructive Instead of this knock,
knock, knock.

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: I will get
around to that If the Minister will keep
quiet and allow me to.

The Hon. H,. Thompson: We are sick and
tired of listening to you.

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: I will now
quote from a letter dated the 7th August,
19713, from a resident in the north. I heard
the gentleman In question had a problem,
so I sent him a copy of a letter I wrote to
Mr. Bickerton, pointing out my views on
this housing policy which I consider to
be wrong and detrimental to Aborigines
and non-Aborigines.

The letter states-
'Thank you for sending me a copy of
your letter to Mr. Bickerton, it adds
greatly to the already mounting file
I have on this subject.

Enclosed are copies of al correspon-
deuce up to date, this should bring
You into the Picture with my prob-
lem. You know, I cannot see what
the Labour Government hopes to
achieve with their present aboriginal
housing scheme, who would buy a
housing block in Kununurra now after
seeing what has happened to other
already established private homes.
Many of the permanent residents are
putting their property on the market,
I have my house, shop, and car hire
business up for sale, the aborigines
can have Kununurra.
The Labour Government have suc-
cessfully created a. colour prejudice
situation that has never been known
before in IXununurra. The Labour
Government may get votes for their
handouts but they will not get tax
payers who will pay for next years
handouts. Anyway Bill, thanks for
lending an ear to my problems, I look
forward to seeing you on your next
trip up.
P.,S. Why don't you read this letter
out in the house.

I have complied with that request.
The Hon. R. Thompson: you will gain

another vote.

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: The next
letter which I wish to quote is from 22
businessmen at Kununurra. It is a lengthy
letter, and I shall quote passages from it.
it may be that I have another 22 votes.
I should also get all the votes from the
Aboriginal population because of my at-
tempt to correct the policy of the Govern-
ment which allows discrimination.

Mr. R. Thompson: I am waiting for
you to tell me something about discrimina-
tion against Aborigines, a policy with
which we are supposed to be involved.

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: That Is
what I am explaining to the Minister. His
Government is causing these people to be-
come separate. This is embarrassing them,
because the Government is putting them
into conventional homes without provid-
ing any transitional training. I bring this
matter up. because the Mdinister has given
some answers in reply to questions I asked
in this House.

The letter from the 22 businessmen at
Kununurra states-

The residents of this area are very
angry at the Governments short sight-
ed policy and lack of concern for the
surrounding privately built homes.
As you well know, the cost of build-
Ing a house in Kununurra is approx-
limately 130% more than in Perth
(cost of freight, labour and material
etc.)
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I suggested the increase was between 110
to 160 per cent., but the letter refers to
the increase as being approximately 130
per cent., so that makes us all pretty close
to the ball. To continue with the letter-

This makes the price of an average
three bedroom timber asbestos "PRI-
VATE HOUSE" around $24000.00 un-
furnished.

The letter refers to privately built houses
which would cost more. To continue with
the letter-

It seems to me and the other per-
manent residents of Kununurra that
the Government Is experimenting with
our lives.

We do not want aboriginal steel
lined heavy duty houses built next to
our hard earned private homes. The
Devaluation problem alone Is enough
to deter anyone from building a pri-
vate home In Kununurra.

Further on the letter states--
A point worth mentioning which

will show you that very little research
went into your aboriginal intergratlon
scheme.

This has been admitted in the answers
given by the Minister.

The Iron. R. Thompson: I am asking
you for something constructive. I have been
listening to you for 24 years but you have
not been constructive.

The Hon. W. Rt. WITHERS: To continue
with the letter-

The aboriginal people do not want
to live in the town (let alone among
business mans private homes) they
were in favour of your first idea of a
good village where the tribe elders will
still have the respect and control of
the tribe, as It is, a family which has
moved into a town house never see
the elders, so when "Black Friday"
social service Pay day comes around,
other members of the tribe and family
call around with cartons of beer and
plonk to make whoople.

is that not constructive?
The Hon, R. Thompson: In respect of

that matter I am about two years ahead
of you.

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: The letter
states further-

This is not allowed on the reserve
by the tribal elders so what we have
now is a break down of tribal laws
as the Kununurra Police will tell you.

I am sure some members have read the
report submitted by the stipendiary mag-
istrate at Broome. In it he echoed words
similar to the words used in the letter
when speaking of the tribal elders. To
continue with the letter -

The Police use the elders to Police
the tribe, a system which was work-
ing very well for many years.

All this is common knowledge up
here if Your research team had only
asked experienced people such as Mr.
B. Withers M.L.C., Mr. A. Ridge,
M.L.A., the Kununurra Police, East
Kimberley Shire Clerk and his Coun-
dillors, the Religious Bodys in the
town and even the Community Wel-
fare Oflicers, they would have found
out what was needed to help inte-
grate the aboriginals instead of in-
venting their own ideas from behind
desks 2000 miles away.

The signatures of those businessmen ap-
peared on the bottom of the letter.

Having quoted from that letter I now
want to deal with some matters which
have stirred my blood. I refer to the
very lengthy answers given by the Minister
to some questions I asked last Tuesday. I
asked a question concerning home-makers.
These are the people who are training
Aborigines for assimilation in our com-
maunity so that they will learn about hy-
giene, diet, and how to run a house. In
reply to my question the Minister said-

Home-makers in all country centres
mentioned above have received a two-
day introductory course, in which ses-
sions on various aspects of social be-
haviour were included, in addition to
other topics. Country home-makers
have not yet received lectures on home
economics.

Despite that, the Government has just
spent $4,000,000 in the provision of hous-
ing lined with iron because it knows it
has not enough people to train the Abo-
rigines.

The Hon. It. Thompson: I can refer to
the prevous shoddy type of acconmmoda-
Lion which your Government provided to
these people, and in which they had to
live like animals.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I would like
members to observe the decorum of the
House and refrain from causing a member
who is on his feet to shout in a loud voice
to be heard. I have permitted the de-
bate and the interjections to go on in a
reasonable manner but I would ask mem-
bers to observe the decorum.

The Hon. R. Thompson: Mr. Deputy
President, I would agree but I think the
honourable member-

Point of Order
The Hon. 0. C. MacKYNNON: On a

point of order, I do not think the Minister
has a right to get to his feet and make
a speech at this stage.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The hon-
curable member who has been interjecting
as well as other members will have equal
opportunity to speak to the Bill before the
debate is concluded.
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Debate Resumed
The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: I could

speak louder if need be, but I am getting
a little hoarse. I shall now deal with other
points which I raised in my questions con-
cerning the housing of Aborigines. In his
reply the Minister said-

Again in January, 1973. further ad-
vice was to hand of a lift to $4,000 ,000.
On each occasion, assurances were
sought that the State would be able
to expend these sums by 30th June,
1973. Increases of this magnitude at
short notice do impose a major prob-
lem in mounting construction pro-
grammes. Together with the urgency
of the overall problem, there has been
no opportunity for a leisurely approach
to possible solutions and a search for
any compromise, even if the latter
could be in harmony with the policy
of equal rights and opportunities to
all citizens.

What a startling admission! In other
words the decision was, of necessity, hasty.
The Government did not have time to
think about it, but just had to go ahead
and spend $4,000,000 by July, 19'J3, because
the Federal Government asked it to do SO.
Further on the answer states-

No longer can the housing authority
wait until an Aboriginal family has
reached the previously accepted stan-
dards of domestic and social behaviour
commensurate with the norms prevail-
ing in the communities wherein they
were to be housed.

What a shocking admission! To think the
Government will take untrained Aborigines
and embarrass their families by putting
them into the main stream of the com-
munity so that the social pressures will
force them out because they will become
too embarrassed to live there. They will
want to go back to the bush. Is that what
this Government is trying to do? I quote
further-

As part of this approach the West-
ern Australian Government has en-
dorsed the Housing Commission's in-
tention to vary the design criteria for
housing for Aboriginal families.

This is terrible. This is one of the greatest
crimes ever perpetrated on the Aboriginal
people in the modern age. Shocking crimes
were committed in the early days, but I
am now referring to modern day crimes of
which this is one of the greatest. The
answer continues-

No further units-transitional or
standard-are to be built in designs
which are readily identifiable as Abor-
iginal housing...

That sounds good. We will give them a
house the same as everyone else. That
makes sense and it is what they deserve
if they are trained. However, for the Gov-
ernment to say it will put them in houses

without training is a shocking admission,
With nio transitional housing for training,
the Aborigines will be embarrassed and
the Government will be doing a terrible
thing to the Aboriginal people. The answer
continues, and this shows the double stan-
dards of the Government's policy-

Recognising that the discarding of
transitional designs for new housing,
and the speed required for the housing
programme, will bring probiems for
families not yet ready for traditional
housing-

In other words the Government is agreeing
with what I am saying. To continue-

-new interior specifications have been
introduced. These internal changes
are being introduced to stand up to
rougher treatment and to be more
easily cleaned, than conventional
plasterboard or asbestos internal
lining. The alternative presently being
specified is a fluted metal lining 'with
paint finish. As to fixtures and fittings,
those which are susceptible to damage
are being specified in alternative
materials or, where appropriate,
omitted. Baths would come in the
latter category.

So much for the policies.
The Hon. R. Thompson: Have you seen.

one of the finished products?
The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: I have not

seen a finished house, but I1 have seen the
material to be used.

The Hon. R. Thompson: Don't talk rot
until you have seen it.

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: If it is so
good why is the Minister not using it right
throughout the city for all of the people?

The Hon. R. Thompson: It is as good
as my house.

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: I do not
know the house in which the Minister lives.

The Hon. R. Thompson: I live in a pretty
good house.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: The reason he
does not use it in the city is that it does
not comply with the Uniform Building By-
laws. That is the reason.

The Hion. W. R. WITHERS: That is so
right. I will now read a letter in order
to get across to members the fact that
the People are concerned with the building
standards. It would appear that these
people are heading towards racism which
is why I commented earlier.

The Hon. R. Thompson: And, by God,
you are helping them.

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: I am help-
ig Aboriginal people and others within my

province, yes.
The Hon. R. Thompson: No.
The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: I hope I am

helping them,
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The Hon. R. Thompson: Like fun.
The Hon. W. R. WITHER.S: I will quote

a letter I have received from a Mr. and
Mrs. M. D. and L. G. Alexander, once
again of Kununurra, addressed to the
Under-Secretary for Lands, Perth. Al-
though I think the letter explains itself,
I may have to farther explain it later. It
reads-

Dear Mr. Byfeild,
Re: Lot 755, Kununurra.

We have paid $150 deposit on this
buildinga site and our first quarterly
payment is due on the first of August,
1973.

We intended to build our home on
this site, but our plans to make our
home here have been dashed by the
departmental building either side of
lot 755.

The State Housing Commission are
building two native type commission
homes with fiat iron internal walls on
blocks either side of us.

If we are to have Aborigines as
neighbours we want them to be
trained (as many of our acquaintances
are).

If they are trained to the standard
required by a civilized community then
we consider they have houses of
equivalent standards to other S.H.C.
tennants.

The current plans are potential
slums and we cannot afford to spend
our life savings in a government
slums.. .

The Hon. R. Thompson: What does he
mean by "slums"? What is he trying to
depict?

The I-on. W. R. WITHER.S: He is saying
that the houses are to be lined with iron
and in these houses will be placed people
completely untrained in community living.

The Hon. R. Thompson: He is like you;
he has not seen them either.

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: He happens
to be a builder.

The Hon. R. Thompson: He has not seen
them though.

The Hon. W. ft. WITHERS: He has re-
ferred to flat iron because they were not
lined when he sighted them. This letter
was written on the 26th July, and It con-
tinues-

We seek your help to obtain another
building site in Kununurra which will
be free of such problems.

if you cannot arrange to do this
would you please approve of the re-
fund of our deposit.

I represent this family and I rang the
Lands Department to ascertain whether It
would provide another block, but the ans-
wer was that if another block were pro-

vided the same thing would possibly
occur.

Consequently that man will want his
deposit back; he and his wife will leave
the area; and we will have lost another
producer, another young family and settler
for the north.

The Hon. R. Thompson: You want a
segregated community In other words?

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: I do not
want a segregated community. I want
to help those Aborigines, and other dis-
advantaged people-not just Aborigines
because there are some fine Aborigines who
have a knowledge of hygiene, in fact as
much as any member in this House, and
who hold down good jobs, raise a good
family, and live in houses which they keep
clean and tidy; they are accepted by the
community and should not be branded
with people who are disadvantaged and
who do not yet know how to live in a
community; and some white people are
like this.

The Hon. ft. Thompson: We have Abo-
riginal home-makers teaching white people
in the north-west how to look after their
homes.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: That is
what he said. Why don't you listen?

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: What this
Government and the Federal Government
have done is to create racial tension. They
have established an apartheid policy by
indicating that because the people are not
white their houses will be lined differently.
The Minister and his Government-my
apologies; I was carried away. Mr. Thomp-
son is not the Minister for Housing.

The Hon. R. Thompson: My depart-
ment does not own one house in Western
Australia.

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: The Min-
ister for Housing, through Cabinet, and
the Federal Government have created an
apartheid situation, and this the Minister
cannot deny because it is evident in the
answers to the questions I asked last
Tuesday.

The Hon. R. Thompson: You would
rather have them living In wurleys.

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: If the Min-
ister persists I will start shouting again!

I would not be serving the people of the
north if I did not vote against this Bill.
Because of the disadvantages with which
those people have been confronted, and
which have increased because of the
actions of this Government, I feel I have
to vote against the Bill and so, on behalf
of the people within my province who
have been disadvantaged by the actions
of this Government I oppose the Bill.

Debate adjourned, on motion by The
Hon. J. L. Hunt.

House adjourned at 11.31 p.m.
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